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New BOD:
O-Week
volunteer
fees are
eliminated
WLUSU
President-elect
contends that
cut threatens
'consistency'
FRASER KING
News Editor
Volunteering
just got cheaper.
In a nine to five vote the
2005 - 2006 WLUSU Board of
Directors has passed a motion
that will eliminate the fees that
Orientation Week volunteers once
had to pay.
"The [2004 - 2005] board
wanted to eliminate fees, but just
ended up cutting them," said
David Alexander, a Director on
both Boards. The fees were cut
from as high as $60 to about $35.
"Eliminating the fees was an
initiative that the current board of
directors began and the incoming
board also took it up as an issue,"
said Fraser McCracken, the direc-
tor that brought the motion for-
ward.
The new policy completely
dismisses the fees so that volun-
teers will not have to pay to
donate their time.
"It is something that myself
and several other director-elects
should be doing to demonstrate
and reaffirm our commitment to
our volunteers," said McCracken
While certain members of the
board were happy with the deci-
sion, Dan Robert, the WLUSU
President for 2005 - 2006, is con-
cerned about consistency and is
sceptical of the long-term feasi-
bility of the elimination of the
fee, "[the fee now] comes from
WLUSU surplus, fees for first
years aren't going to increase."
McCracken explained that the
$22, 000 that is normally collect-
ed from volunteer fees will be
paid for out of the Central
WLUSU budget so that volun-
teers would not have to pay.
McCracken also noted that the
quality of Orientation Week
would not be affected by the new
policy. "Because the Orientation
Week budget will remain the
same and the quality will remain
the same," said McCracken.
Robert noted that a future
WLUSU might need the money
from the volunteer fees, but spec-
ulated that "a potential board in
the future could try to reintroduce
the lee, but I think it'd be a night-
mare."
Carly Beath
Sweet One: Sarah Slean seduced the audience at the Starlight Wednesday night with the song "California" from her latest album, Day
One. Complete concert review on page 27.
Federal budget disappoints
Little cash for
universities; a
losing battle
with healthcare
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editor
There was no room for post-sec-
ondary education in Paul
Martin's new federal budget
announced last week, to the dis-
appointment of many.
Although universities and col-
leges are a jurisdiction of the
provinces, it was expected that a
transfer of cash would flow
specifically for post-secondary
schools. In last spring's election
campaign, Martin promised in an
interview on issues of interest to
youth, that a new transfer of
seven to eight billion dollars
would be allocated.
"The past few months, it was
really looking like that was going
to happen," says Jen Mitchell,
incoming Vice President:
University Affairs for WLUSU.
But the only thing that affects
universities in the new budget is
designated for research. There is
also an allocation of $14 million
over six years for a minor change
to the Canada Student Loans pro-
gram.
With a surplus of around $45
billion, it was definitely a lost
opportunity, says Mitchell.
"There are record surpluses this
year," she says."It was disap-
pointing to see they didn't take
this opportunity."
Dr. Robert Campbell, Dean of
Arts at Wilfrid Laurier, says that
the relatively small amount
assigned to Canadian research
councils was also disappointing.
"Research is a classic way in
which the feds have helped uni-
versities," says Campbell. He
says that the extra money often
goes
to overhead costs, which
help with the general mainte-
nance and cost of the university.
Although schools only receive
research funds under certain con-
ditions, the decrease in research
money will only be a hindrance
to Laurier's current financial situ-
ation.
Mitchell would have liked to
see the research cash spent on
bigger issues like student debt
and lowering tuition. "Any
money is good money, but I
would love that money to be used
elsewhere."
Campbell says that perhaps a
reason why colleges and univer-
sities did not receive much in the
budget is because Prime Minister
Jean Chretien had significantly
increased allocations during his
era.
However, "it kind of looked
like a little bit of a weird political
budget,"he says. "Money was
going everywhere, but none of it
was being spent strategically."
Ultimately, Campbell thinks
post-secondary education com-
petes with health care for federal
funds, and it's a losing battle.
"Every dollar spent on health
generates high political credit,"
he says.
"
If post-secondary edu-
cation received large funds, "it
would be Ontario that would get
the credit."
"Governments arc there to get
re-elected," he admits.
It is also a battle between the
older and younger generations.
"The bulk of expenditures on
health tend to be on older peo-
ple... and post secondary educa-
tion is an investment in the
future. So there's a kind of ten-
sion between the past and the
future which is really awkward
politically."
Mitchell also believes that
since different provinces have
varying philosophies on how they
want to spend tax payers' money,
it was easy for the Liberals to
look for ways to make transfers
elsewhere. She notes that in a
conversation with Minister Scott
Brison, a Liberal MP and the
Minister of Public Works and
Government Services, he said
that provinces like Alberta and
Quebec did not want the federal
government "stepping on their
toes."
For Mitchell, issues such as
this are difficult to lobby against.
"Already I'm frustrated with lob-
bying on it, and I'm not even
started yet," she says. Since
WLUSU is not a paid member of
-Please see Fees, page 5
- Please see Budget, page 5
News
Shinerama is best in nation
Laurier wins
title for third
straight year
KARA BERTRAND
Cord News
On February
12 Laurier was
honoured at a ceremony at
the Waterloo Tennis Club upon
winning the Canadian Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation's "Best
Overall Campaign" 2004
Shinerama award.
WLU raised $170,000 in the
campaign during Orientation
Week 2004, only $10,000 less
than last year. Shinerama execu-
tive committee members were
confronted with decreased enrol-
ment in comparison to last year's
double cohort swell. Several
strategies were in place to ensure
2004's campaign would be as
successful as 2003'5. A golf tour-
nament, several car washes, and
other miscellaneous events dur-
ing the summer aided to the suc-
cess of Shinerama this year.
Shannon Moyer, the Public
Relations Executive of
Shinerama's organizing commit-
tee was thrilled to learn of the
award. "It's a big reflection of the
school and the community," she
said.
With all of the setbacks,
Moyer believes the committee
and volunteers set the bar really
high in order to achieve the goal.
She points to the community and
students as to why the campaign
was so successful this year.
"They put their heart and soul
into the campaign. The first year
students really tried to achieve
the goal, and enthusiastically
took to the streets to raise money
for Cystic Fibrosis."
Plans for next year's cam-
paign are currently underway.
Co-ordinators and volunteers are
being hired as well. Every year,
the stakes get higher at WLU, but
so does the enthusiasm and dedi-
cation from students and the
community, so no one is worried
about achieving next year's goal.
WLU has won the award for the
past three years, a testament to
the hard work by volunteers and
organizers every year.
This year was even more spe-
cial because it marked the 40-
year anniversary of Shinerama
being linked to Cystic Fibrosis: a
disease that affects mainly the
lungs and the digestive system.
Wilfrid Laurier, however, did not
direct its funds to the CCFF until
1978.
The award was even more of
an honour because WLU started
the Shinerama campaign in 1961
with "Shine Day" by shining
shoes in the community. It has
now spread all across Canada in
over 57 universities and colleges.
Since 1978, Wilfrid Laurier
students participating in
Shinerama have raised over $ 1.25
million for Cystic Fibrosis.
Caitlin Howlett
Through the efforts of Laurier students like these above pictured on Shinerama, Laurier has been named
as the CCFF's "Best Overall Campaign."
WLU student selected by WUSC to go to Africa
Will study HIV/AIDS, gender
equality, farming in Burkina Faso
MIRANDA MACDONALD
Staff Writer
On Laurier's overflowing bul-
letin boards, one poster in partic-
ular caught the eye of third-year
psychology major, Alison Govier.
The poster, which read "six
weeks that will change your life
and your world," advertised an
opportunity to participate in the
58th World University Service of
Canada (WUSC) International
Seminar in Africa.
After completing a rigorous
application procedure which
included a written essay applica-
tion and interview, Govier was
selected as one of just 20 students
drawn from universities across
Canada to participate in an inten-
sive six-week study tour in the
developing country of Burkina
Faso.
"The poster was on a bulletin
board in the Concourse with a
million other posters on it and
that one just caught my eye,"
Govier said. "I wanted to travel to
a place that was far removed
from here and I really believed
that an experience like this would
change my life."
Govier will leave for Africa in
mid-June and return home in late-
August. While in Burkina Faso,
Govier will be paired with a
Burkinabe student. Together they
will work in concentration
groups
studying HIV/AIDS, agriculture
and gender equality.
"While we are there, we will
be talking to people who are
knowledgeable about the issues.
It is sort of like field research,"
she said.
In the end, participants will
combine their research and ideas
and create a report. Once Govier
returns to Canada, she will work
to raise awareness about the
issues within the university and
Waterloo communities through
information sessions, seminars
and the annual WUSC
Symposium which is an annual
national conference held in
Ottawa designed to spread aware-
ness and share ideas.
Having never traveled inter-
nationally before, Govier admits
that she is nervous about her
upcoming adventure.
"I am definitely nervous
about going," she said. "I am
nervous about doing something I
have never done before. You are
always worried about the
unknown. But it is also a nervous
excitement" she said.
Govier added that she feels
incredibly secure about the way
WUSC is organizing the trip.
"Sometimes it is not safe to trav-
el in Africa due to civil war but I
feel very safe with the organiza-
tion that is arranging this," she
said.
While in Burkina Faso,
Govier hopes to gain as much
knowledge about the important
issues in Africa as she can.
"I have worked with charities
and organizations in the past
where we donated to Africa so I
am aware of the situations there
but it wasn't until I saw this
poster that I really wanted to trav-
el there to help. This was not
something I was looking for," she
said. She believes that this expe-
rience will increase her aware-
ness of development issues and
will motivate her to continue
involvement in this field.
Although Govier has yet to
receive her information package
about the specifics of the trip, she
expects the opportunity will be an
incredible learning experience. "I
expect to learn things that I
would never have been able to
learn reading a book. Having
actual life experience is going to
go beyond anything I could learn
here in Canada [about the
issues]."
Govier is confident that she
can easily overcome any commu-
nication barriers while in Africa.
"French is predominant but there
are a number of native languages
as well," she said.
The 2005 International
Seminar is presented by Uniterra,
a joint initiative of WUSC and
the Canadian Centre for
International Studies and
Cooperation (CECI). In prepara-
tion for her trip, Govier will be
fundraising in order to cover
some of the expenses. If you
would like to offer a donation,
contact the WUSC committee on
campus or Govier directly at
govi2l4o@wlu.ca.
Laurier students pay a nomi-
nal fee that provides foreign
refugee students with the
opporunity to study in Canada.
Contributed Photo
Alison Govier, pictured above,
will be spending six weeks in
Burina Faso for tne WUSC inter-
national seminar.
Cord
clippings
NATIONAL
Neo-Nazi deported
Infamous Holocaust denyer,
Ernst Zundel, has been arrested
in Mannheim, Germany after
being deported from Canada
last Tuesday, the CBC reports.
The deportation was made
possible last week when a
Federal Court judge found the
65-year-old Zundel to be a
threat to national security due
to his connection with neo-Nazi
groups in Canada and abroad.
Over the past two years
Zundel has been held in solitary
confinement in a Toronto jail
under the bonds of national
security certificate.
PROVINCIAL
Pit bulls banned,
The Globe and Mail reports that
the bill that will ban pit bulls
has been passed in the provin-
cial legislature.
Ontario municipalities will
have until the Autumn of 2005
to implement the ban on the dog
breed.
The law forces those people
who already own the dogs to
neuter the animals and keep
them muzzled in public.
While the provincial legisla-
ture has passed the bill, the leg-
islation still requires Royal
assent before it's proclaimed
into law.
LOCAL
Hippies assault Valumart
Activists from Greenpeace's
Forest Crimes Unit launch a
campaign against The King
Street Valumart last Tuesday.
The activists were trying to
raise awareness about the
destructive nature of Kleenex
towards the Boreal forests of
Canada.
"We are calling on store
managers to return this evi-
dence of ancient forest crimes
to Kimberly-Clark, the makers
of Kleenex," said Richard
Brooks, the Greenpeace Forest
Campaigner.
The Greenpeace Kleenex
Forest Destruction Tour is
going to be visiting other
Ontario cities in an attempt to
take action against Kimberly-
Clark.
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CLARIFICATION - In the January 6, 2005 issue of The Cord
Weekly, we evaluated the performance of the Students' Union elect-
ed representatives. In addressing the performance of the President,
Steven Welker, The Cord did not intend to impugn his personal
ethics. The Cord regrets any embarrassment
suffered by Mr. Welker
in this regard.
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There's a new sheriff in town
Laurier's new head of security
wants to combat crime problems
before they affect students
through community partnerships
ADRIAN MA
Staff Writer
Rod
Curran, a 31-year veteran
of the Guelph city police
force, has been appointed
Laurier's new director of security
and campus safety. Curran, who
assumed his new duties on
February 21st, says he is looking
forward to the challenge of work-
ing in a university environment.
"Everybody's friendly, the
students are here to leam, and
they're here to have some fun.
University life is a great life and
my role is to
make sure that it's
safe for everyone here and to
make sure there's a new direction
for the security service."
Curran applauds the dedica-
tion of the security staff here, but
recognizes the need to further
innovate and improve the securi-
ty service both on and off cam-
pus. The new security director
wishes to establish more grass-
roots community policing and
encourages students to become
more active in maintaining a safe
university experience.
"I want to see community
policing developed. I want to see,
in regards to security, more team
meetings and more communica-
tion from the administration level
down," he says."I want to see our
people more visible out in the
Laurier community, and I want to
see them talking and interacting
with students."
Other ideas that Curran is
championing include the growth
of preventative programs.
Already initiated in the form
of published alerts, crime notices
can be seen posted around cam-
pus. Orientation programs, which
will seek to familiarize students
with the security service, will
also be implemented.
Curran also plans to address
specific issues that affect the
Lauiier community.
"University life is a
great fife and my role
is to make sure that
it's safe for everyone
here."
- Rod Curran,
Laurier's New Head of Security
"I think one of the most seri-
ous problems we have is the
crack-cocaine problem. It's a
problem in Kitchener-Waterloo
and Guelph, and as a result of that
we're having a lot petty thefts like
break-ins. For a crack addict
whose habit is about $150 to
$200, they usually have to steal
items to pawn off and feed their
habit."
He also notes a problem with
vandalism, in particular with
vending machines on campus and
in residences. Since April of last
year, over 40 vending machines
have been broken into. Curran is
hopeful that new preventative
measures will halt the break-ins,
and forestall potential violence.
"My concern is with the safe-
ty of the students if some night
they come down to use the
machines and confront these
criminals that are in there and
somebody might get seriously
hurt. I'm looking to protect the
students and have my people go I
out there and do their job and get
these people."
Rod Curran is optimistic
about the direction of security at
Laurier, and believes that com-
munity policing will greatly
improve the safety of students. !
Curran encourages students to
approach him or the security staff
if there are concerns about cam-
pus safety.
"What I would like to see is
our people going out and devel-
oping partnerships."
Contributed Photo
Rod Curran, pictured above, is
Laurier's new head of security.
He plans to clamp down on local
cocaine use and vending
machine vandalism.
Lewis: activism on
the rise in Canada
Youth who
demand change
are the heroes
of our society
BY CAITLIN CRAWSHAW
The Gateway (University of Alberta)
EDMONTON (CUP) — Three
years ago. journalist Avi Lewis
quit his job as the host of CBC's
Counter Spin to spend a year in
Argentina, capturing the experi-
ences of local activists in the doc-
umentary The Take.
The well-known political and
social commentator collaborated
with fellow journalist and No
Logo author Naomi Klein to tell
the story of Argentine workers
reclaiming closed factories after
losing their jobs during
Argentina's 2001 economic col-
lapse. The factories were shut
down after the mass privatization
of Argentine industry, which left
thousands of workers unem-
ployed.
For the self-described "shit-
disturber," the Argentine move-
ment is a telling example of citi-
zens taking direct democratic
action to make change. While the
factory workers had little power
to bring about change by electing
more effective leaders, unem-
ployed workers formed their own
democratic co-operatives to get
back to work, and revive their
communities.
"People know something is
screwed with a system in which
so much money is being made
and increasing numbers of people
are being left behind," he said.
While citizens may not be
using elections as a way ol
changing the country, an increas-
ing number of people are using
direct action and protest to affect
change, he said.
"I'm really encouraged by a
new wave of activism among
young people that started around
1999 in Seattle and went through
a lot of the big protests of the
globalization debate and a
lot of
the protests of the
anti-war move-
ment. I think we're seeing lots of
really idealistic young people,"
said Lewis, noting that the media
often portrays activist youth in
negative terms.
"I think young people taking
to the streets, demanding change,
fighting for affordable change,
free tuition
...
are the signs of a
healthy society. I think those are
the most idealistic people in our
country and I think they should
be celebrated as heroes. I don't
think they should be misrepre-
sented as troublemakers."
News Bites
—
I
The City of Prince George in
British Columbia has given
official recognition to student
publications with the proclama-
tion of a "National Student
Press Week," reports the
Canadian University Press.
The proclamation will make
the last full week of every
January to be the Student Press
Week and was proclaimed by
Colin Kinsley the Mayor of
Prince George.
Prince George is home to
Over the Edge and Free Forum
at the University of Northern
British Columbia and the
College of New Caledonia
respectively.
Bag O'
CRIME
BREAK, ENTER & THEFT
February 18-22
A resident of the King St
Residence reported that person(s)
unknown entered his room and
stole a lap top computer, printer
& portable stereo. The doors
were locked and no signs of
forced entry were found.
TRESPASS
Wednesday, February 23
Staff at 232 King report that an
unidentified male has been
observed sleeping in the hallway
on the main floor.
ASSIST POLICE
2:55 am Thursday, February 24
While on patrol of Waterloo Park
in relation to a recent robbery of
a university student officers
observed a vehicle in the snow
bank. The driver of the vehicle
was impaired and was turned
over to Regional Police.
MEDICAL ASSIST
11:59am Thursday, February 24
Officers and ambulance attended
at the Concourse after receiving a
report of a staff member fainting.
He was concious on arrival and
oxygen was
administered. He
was subsequently taken to hospi-
tal by ambulance.
HARASSING TELEPHONE CALLS
Friday February 25
A student at University Place
Residence reported that she has
been receiving harassing tele-
phone calls. The matter is
under
investigation.
UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY
2:4oam Saturday February 26
Officers responded to an alarm at
the Athletic Complex and found
a student employee and some
friends using the gym facilities.
They were instructed to leave
and complied. The matter is
being dealt with by Athletics
staff.
CRIME OF THE WEEK
Get out of my house
TRESPASS
2:45pm February 17
Officers attended at
Willison Hall in response to
a report of an unwanted
intoxicated guest who j
refused to leave. Apparently
he had returned from a local
bar with some of the resi-
dents. The individual was
evicted and issued with a
trespass warning.
THEFT UNDER $5000
February 17-27
Between Feb 17 and Feb 27 a
number of vending machines on
campus were vandalized and
product and coin were taken.
MISCHIEF
February 25 - 26
Person(s) unknown broke the
glass in a door at St Clements
House.
FIRE DEPT RESPONSE
6:35am Sunday February 27
Waterloo Fire Dept responded to
a fire alarm at Willison Hall. The
cause of the alarm was deter-
mined to be from a detector that
had been set off because of cook-
ing.
UNAUTHORIZED SOLICITING
3:44pm Thursday February 17
A non WLU male was evicted
from campus after he was
observed stopping people in the
Nichols Centre Quad and asking
for money.
MISCHIEF
February 12-14
Person(s) unknown scribbled
grafitti on the walls in a class-
room in the Peters Building.
SUSPICIOUS PERSONS
3:4opm Tuesday February 15
Staff at 232 King reported two
unidentified youths in the build-
ing asking inappropriate ques-
tions of the staff there. The indi-
viduals were gone when officers
arrived.
FIRE DEPT RESPONSE
12:35pm February 16
Waterloo Fire Dept responded to
an alarm at the Peters Building.
There was a smell of smoke but
no sign of fire. The Fire Dept
determined that the source of the
odour was a toaster at the Tim
Horton's outlet.
MISCHIEF
2:34am Friday February 18
Person(s) unknown threw a table
from the Turret off the Turret bal-
cony onto the adjoining roof.
THEFT UNDER $5000
7:2lpm Thursday Februay 17
A Little House resident reported
the theft of some personal
belongings from his room.
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Special reports:
Crime in Waterloo
Two arrested
in Sandowne
park murder
February 28, Waterloo
Waterloo Regional Police, with
the aid of the Wawa Detachment
of the North East Region of the
Ontario Provincial Police, have
arrested two people in connec-
tion with the discovery of a
deceased man in Sandowne Park
in Waterloo.
The deceased, 34-year-old
David Johnston of the City of
Waterloo was discovered shortly
after 5pm on November 1. An
autopsy conducted at Hamilton
General Hospital revealed that
Johnston died of strangulation.
The two people arrested in
connection with the death, Liana
MacDonald, 37 years, of the City
of Waterloo, and Richard
Davidson, 20 years, of the Town
of Dubreilville, Ontario are both
being charged with first degree
murder in connection with the
death of Johnston.
While two suspects have been
arrested and charged, the investi-
gation of Johnston's murder con-
tinues and any person
with infor-
mation is urged to call
Crimestoppers.
Waterloo Region
Crimestoppers
Crime of the
Week: Break,
Enter and Theft
October 22, Cambridge
Waterloo Regional Police
responded to an alarm at Tri-City
Executive Networking in
Cambridge on October 22, 2004.
The police reported that the
store's security system captured
on tape the suspect riding up to
the store on a bicylce and throw-
ing a brick through the window
before entering and stealing a
cash tray.
Police described the break,
enter and theft suspect as a 18 to
20-year-old male, approximately
six feet tall and was wearing blue
jeans, a black hat and yellow-
trimmed, black leather jacket.
Any person with information
is urged to call Crimstoppers at
1 -800-222-TIPS and
Crimestoppers will pay cash
rewards for any information
leading to an arrest in this crime.
Suspicious
death at
Kitchener's
Kingsway
drive
February 27, Waterloo
An emergency medical call
ended with the death of a victim
at Grand River Hospital.
Waterloo Regional Police and
emergency service workers
responded to a medical emer-
gency at a residence on
Kingsway Drive in the City of
Kitchener at 4am on February 27.
The emergency involved a 23
year-old male who was brought
to Grand River Hospital and later
pronounced dead. The victim has
been identified by police as
Jeremy Dam, 23, of Kitchener. A
post-mortem examination has
been completed and revealed that
Dam died of a single stab wound
to the torso.
The death is being considered
suspicious and police have
arrested 23 year-old Juan Brenes
of Kitchener in connection with
the incident.
Brenes appeared in court on
February 28 to faces the charge
of homicide and is scheduled to
appeal" in court on March 15.
Division 1, Homicide and
Forensic Identification branches
of the police are working with
the Coroner's Office to investi-
gate the matter further.
The investigation is continu-
ing and any person with informa-
tion about the incident is asked to
call the Waterloo Regional Police
Homicide Branch at (519) 653-
7700 extension 8669.
Knifepoint
robbery in
Waterloo Park
February 15, Waterloo
A walk through Waterloo park
turned into horror as a Laurier
student was robbed at knifepoint
by three men.
The student was walking
through Waterloo Park near the
petting zoo on the morning of
February 15 at 12:05 am when
the victim was approached from
behind. They asked the victim for
the time then ordered him to
empty his pockets, then the men
took the victim's wallet and fled
on foot, explained Olaf Heinzel
of the Waterloo Regional Police
Public Affairs Office.
Police have described the
three suspects as African
Canadian or East Indian males,
all approximately six feet tall
with average builds. One of the
suspects wore a puffy black vest,
had his face covered with a black
bandana with a white pattern on
it, and wielded a butterfly knife.
Another of the suspects was
wearing a red jacket and red hat,
there is no description of the
third suspects clothing.
An email was sent to all stu-
dents' email accounts advising
all students to not walk alone at
night and suggested the use of
Foot Patrol.
"There have been no arrests
as of yet," said Heinzel aand
urged any person with informa-
tion should call the Waterloo
Regional Police Division Three
detectives at 653-7700 extension
3330 or Laurier Security
Services at 885-3333.
Researched and written by
Fraser King with files from
LaurierSecurity Services, Olaf
Heinzel and the Waterloo
Regional Police Services
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Robert also noted that a lot of
the fee went to buying meals for
the volunteers. "Year long volun-
teers do just as much if not more
work," said Robert, continuing,
"people are on shift
but we don't
provide them a meal."
"We could do something that
could really make a difference for
people," said Robert, noting that
the $22 000 that is being taken
out of the budget could have gone
towards scholarships, bursaries
and renovations.
Despite criticism, McCracken
believes that the elimination of
fees is what is best for the volun-
teers.
But Robert insisted,"l've
been an O-Week volunteer on all
sides of the coin. I love my vol-
unteers, but I'm still not in sup-
port of [the elimination of
Orientation Week fees]. It doesn't
mean I'm a bad guy."
The new policy has taken
effect and volunteers for the 2005
Orientation Week will not have to
pay any fees.
Withfilesfrom April Cunningham
a national student organization,
such as the Canadian Federation
of Students, it is difficult to get
much political traction. Fees for
such membership is quite expen-
sive at nearly $30 per university
student.
But for Mitchell, "it's such a
huge issue in government. How
does little Laurier go and lobby?"
With the federal budget com-
ing out just a couple weeks after
the Rae Review, which includes
recommendations on improving
the state of post-secondary edu-
cation in Ontario, some optimism
has faded.
"Some of the things may not
be able to happen," says Mitchell,
referring to Rae's advice, which
heavily depended on federal con-
tributions.
"We definitely got the shaft,"
she says.
Volunteer fees no more
-
Fees, from cover
Federal budget limits
Rae Review possibilities
- Budget, from cover
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Hiring Editors for 2005-06
News Editor (2) - Workino with another editor, reports camDus news and events. Co-ordinates with Special Projects
Editor to develop long-term news stories and manaoes news writing team.
Opinion Editor - In charge of the Editorial and Opinion Daces, he/she must hire and manage columnists,
co-ordinate editorial cartoons with the Graphics Editor and work closely with the Editor-in-Chief and Editorial Board in
writing unsigned editorials.
International Editor - Edits the International Daoe, covers all relevant international news and hires writers and
columnists for the section.
Features Editor - Responsible for an in-depth, bi-weekly section on a given issue or topic.
Sports Editor - Covers all relevant sports events and news, must manage a group of writers and work with photo
manager to ensure that covered events are phototgraphed.
Student Life - With a group of writers, covers all things student and life on campus and beyond
Special Projects Editor - Will produce a monthly, investigative-based section in concert with News Editors.
NEW! Arts & Entertainment Editor- Responsible for the newly merged Arts and Entertainment section. Manages
a large group of writers and can differentiate both areas of coverage within the section.
NEW! Cord Historian - To coincide with The Cord's 80th anniversary, he/she will produce a monthly
section detailing the history of the newspaper/WLU.
NEW! Graphics Editor - Responsible for all creative illustrations/graphics within The Cord. Will work closely with the
Editorial Board to draw a weekly editorial cartoon and produce all other relevant graphics.
￿ All editorial positions reauire a 2 page platform critiquing this year's section and outlining a vision for next year
￿ Applications are available in the WLUSP office (basement of Mac House), and are due there on Friday, March 11 at 12pm
￿ Candidates must be available for interviews between Friday, March 11 and Sunday, March 13
￿ All editorial positions receive a $400 honourarium, continoent on the completion of their editorial term and a transition report
￿ Successful candidates will sit on The Cord's Editorial Board and be required to attend 2 one-hour meetings per week
￿ No past experience with The Cord is necessary, though applicants will be required to submit three pieces ofrelevant writing
￿ All section candidates are solely responsible for all content in the section, and report to The Cord Editor-in-Chief
￿ Candidates are encouraged to apply for as many editorial positions as they're interested in, though they can only hold one
￿ Further information on each position will be available with application form and all positions run from May 2005 to April 2006
￿ Section editors will also be reauired to complete a sianificant portion of the layout/design of the section, but train ino is provided and no experience is necessary
WLUSP is also looking for:
Cody Editors (\A7I I 1 0
Corporate Secretary —
Online/Publication Production Assistants
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Yesteryear
A second look: ads from Cord's past
The Cord reviews some of the
more bizarre and alarming
advertisements from the past
seven decades ofpapers
FRASER KING
News editor
and
AMY ROGERS
Copy Editing Manager
The past is a vast and foreign sea,
things that may have seemed nor-
mal to mom and dad, let's face it,
are a little odd.
When looking through past
issues of The Cord, some of the
old ads are enough to send a per-
son into a fit of laughter, and now
we are going to give the casual
Cord reader the chance to see
some of the cream of the hilari-
ous, and often twisted, crop.
Drawn from the years 1983,
1970-1978, and 1968, these ads
seem almost insane or impossible
to our contemporary sensibilities.
Try to laugh as you view yes-
teryear through the capitalist
spectacles of commercial adver-
tisement and be sure to address
your hatemail to the 19705.
No less than eight different fonts adorn this badboy. Huggy's now
features an impressive array of male exotic dancers, but in 1983 it
was home to video dances. Amateur studies show that three in five
people will say out loud, "Aww, now I want to go to a Muchmusic
Video Dance," after reading this advertisement.
Don't you want to look a fool when you are drying your hair? I don't
care what anyone says,
the 'Astronette' look is sexy and futuristic,
and what decade knows more about accurate futuristic fashion than
the seventies? This 1973 ad is only surpassed in brilliance by the
product it advertises.
The appropriateness of this 1976 advertisement might be questionable, okay, it is completely question-
able. Nothing says Southern Comfort like racial stereotypes.
Nothing says sexism quite like sexist seventies advertising. This 'con-
trolling' ad comes to us from 1972, a veritable boon year of odd and
bizarre ads of questionable taste. Just think of the memories you will
stir in mom when you ask her if dad "took control, the man's way" in
the selection of prophylactic devices. Sorry about putting the image
of your parents having sex in your mind.
Larry Flint would be proud of this 1970 ad; strip clubs were some-
how slightly more racy 35 years ago than they are today
- those
pasties don't exactly provide a lot ot coverage. If you are interested
in "La Petite Theatre" you may be
saddened [or grateful] that it is no
longer in business.
Apparently the abolishment of
slavery was an unheard of con-
cept in 1968. It is a good thing
that the TA is no longer a slave
stockade.
I wonder what kind of herb is
going to be in that tea in a shop
that sells "occult books?" A mys-
tery lost to the 1968 sands of
time.
Apparently getting married in
university was popular in 1972,
there was an engagement ring
advertisement in just about
every week from the years
1965
to 1978.
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Editorial
Fake but honest about it
While wrestling is story-driven, at
least it caters to its fans...
cough... NHL... cough
Colin Duffett
Special Projects Editor
"What you gonna do Brother?
What ya gonna do
when
Hulkamania runs wild on you?"
I cannot count the number of
times I heard that phrase as a kid
growing up watching television
on Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings. Some of the fondest memo-
ries I have as a child are of wak-
ing up to turn on Maple Leaf
Wrestling on the TV. As always,
the voice of Gorilla Monsoon and
Bobby "the Brain" Heenan would
lead me through the next hour or
two of World Wrestling
Federation action. They were
hours spent cheering when the
baby face won, and yelling at the
television when the heel won and
fearing that Damien, Jake "the
Snake" Roberts' snake would
inevitably get out of his bag and
crawl over his opponent (I don't
really like snakes). I was a kid. I
thought it was real. I thought it
was real because wrestlers such
as Ricky Steamboat, Randy
Savage and the legendary Ric
Flair made it look real.
As a kid, I loved Hulk Hogan;
everybody did. We all owned the
action figures, the toy ring; we
watched it religiously, hoping
that Hogan would wrestle the
main event on those Saturday
afternoon cards, although he
rarely ever did. Then I grew up
and I turned to other wrestlers,
real wrestlers like Ric Flair, Bret
Hart, Shawn Michaels, Steve
Austin, and countless others who
were considered the top athletes
in their craft, ostensibly the best
wrestlers in the world.
I'm always asked the question
why I like wrestling so much. I
get the "you know it's fake
right?" and the "it's gay," coupled
with the"I don't understand why
you'd let people just hit you like
that without fighting back." That
never bothered me because,
although I recognize that
wrestling is booked in advance
and that it's all story-line driven,
much like a soap opera, there is
nothing fake about it, and maybe
it's more real than any other sport
(for wrestling is a sport).
Boxing claims to be a real
sport, but we all know that
matches are booked in the same
fashion that wrestling is, with
elite boxers fighting each other
for cash winnings, although they
deny it, some fights are fixed,
judging is a sham and there are so
many titles that being a champion
means nothing. Hockey players
play for a made up trophy that has
no value outside of the hockey
world and then complain when
they say that making 2.5 million
dollars a year is not enough and
so they aren't going to play the
next season. At least, wrestling
doesn't pretend to be something
its not. Wrestling admits it isn't
real; they call it sports entertain-
ment.
Wrestling is a spectacle, cre-
ated for the fans and nothing else.
You are meant to cheer the good
guys and boo the bad ones, and
when fans start booing the bad
guys, the promoter makes them a
good guy. It's simple, it's fun and
they don't strike. They don't walk
out and say, "I'm not going to
play tonight," and they can't say,
"I want a trade." For that, I'm
loyal to wrestling. Ric Flair, in
his mid-50s, stepping into ring
with wrestlers half his age and
bringing the crowd to their feet is
an amazing sight to watch; the
glass shattering and Stone Cold
stepping through the curtain with
beer in tow gives me goose
bumps; and Mick Foley falling
25 feet through a table onto hard
cement makes me cringe and
hope that he's okay.
At least wrestling
doesn't pretend to be
something it's not.
Wrestling admits it
isn't real; they call it
sports entertainment.
I can't remember the last time
that Mats Sundin or Joe Sakic
gave me goose bumps and I don't
think I've ever given Jaromir Jagr
a standing ovation. You can have
your Superßowl and your
Stanley Cup. Me? I'll take
WrestleMania and SummerSlam
any day.
Graphic by The Ocho
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"Damn cheerleaders, always getting in my way."
- Bryan Shinn, in reference to laying out his section
Next Issue: March 9
Groundhog Day
When
a certain Ontario
groundhog is pushed out
of his hole in early February,
thousands of hope-filled citizens
flock to see his shadow. If this
albino casts no shadow, the peo-
ple turn away praying that he's
wrong but bracing themselves for
a long drawn out winter anyway.
On those occasions where he
does see his silhouette, these
same people grin briefly and pray
he's right - that spring's salvation
is just around the corner.
Similarly, Bob Rae popped
his white-haired head out of his
offices this month to release his
Review of the Post-Secondary
Education (PSE) system - but
there's no telling if or when his
shadow will follow. The pes-
simists are saying that most
Ontario citizens don't care about
this 'Rae Review'. On the other
side, the optimists are saying the
shadow just needs to be support-
ed - lured out of hiding - with
some good old fashioned aware-
ness campaigns.
The Council of Ontario
Universities answered this call
and university presidents from all
over have launched a public rela-
tions campaign to make it clear
fUn
frt
that the time to
change universi-
ties is now and
that everyone
should care. Not
just the direct
stakeholders, like
students and pro-
fessors, but also
the broader pub-
lic.
"Think about
all the people with university
degrees on whom you and your
family rely everyday: engineers,
doctors, nurses, business owners,
teachers, cultural arts profession-
als, and more."
Student groups have also
come out to protest certain
aspects of Rae's tuition recom-
mendations, saying that giving
universities control over tuition
levels is a recipe for disaster. In
reality, Rae is much more moder-
ate than they give credit for, since
he points out tuition must not
increase at all until the proper stu-
dent aid packages are implement-
People have lined up
bothto praise and
lambaste the
Review's findings...
but at least people
are starting to line
up.
ed. But despite their difference,
even these groups have pointed
out that public attention is critical
to change in the province.
These campaigns are just a
few examples that demonstrate
the growing sense of urgency and
opportunity that exists in the
post-secondary education envi-
ronment. And it comes at a time
whenboth
programs and academ-
ic buildings have begun falling
apart ushering in a new set of
negative responses - deregulation
and bigger classes to name two.
Rae emphasized in his report
that the ball is in the public
domain now and he underlined
the importance of bringing PSE
to the forefront of public inter-
ests. "The picture that the public
has of our colleges and universi-
ties is a relatively benign one.
The result has been benign neg-
lect."
People have lined up both to
praise and lambaste the Review's
findings - particularly concern-
ing his tuition and loan repay-
ment recommendations - but at
least people are starting to line
up. Whether Ontarians are in
favour of or opposed to certain
sections of the report isn't as
important as cur-
rying the public's
interest in this
pressing issue.
The govern-
ment has to take a
lead here too.
Liberal Premier
Dalton McGuinty
has spoken about
getting "muscu-
lar" with the feder-
al government over provincial
equalization payments but he
hasn't decided if the PSE system
is going to remain on the Atkins
diet or start a new bodybuilding
regimen. Until we hear some-
thing concrete from the Liberals,
there is no deciding how big a
shadow Rae's report will cast.
The last thing Ontario's post-
secondary education system
needs is an extended winter. It's
cold enough in this country and
we all need to warm up to the
idea of improving our colleges
and universities as we turn the
corner into the spring of 2005.
Opinion Exclusive... Dr. Rosehart and
Dean Carson share their thoughts on
the finalized Rae Review. Turn to
pages 16 and 17.
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Caught in the celebrity trap
Pop culture fills the gaps when
we're too guarded to share
ourselves... in other news, Jessica
Simpson does blow
Chris Clemens
Last Year's Entertainment
I
have Paris Hilton's address
book and phone list.
I'm almost embarrassed to
admit this - it may be the single
worst lede I've ever written - but
it's true. A week ago, the socialite
waif that everybody loves to hate
was hacked. Some techie nerd
found a way to break into her
Sidekick organizer and delivered
poor Paris'
contact info, personal
pictures and text message logs
into the ravenous clutches of the
Internet. Eager young fanboys
(and girls) passed Hilton's life
around like a pack of monkeys
tossing an infant from tree to tree.
Oooooh, she has Fred Durst's
phone number. Let's call and let
himknow that we want him to die
as soon as possible. Oooooh,
Lindsay Lohan saw Jessica
Simpson doing blow in a trendy
bar bathroom. She signs her
emails with "God Bless."
Oooooh, there are pictures of
Paris kissing a girl.
"Why should I care?" you
might ask. "I mean, the last time
Paris Hilton was on the Internet, I
had to watch two aliens having
murky green space-sex. I could-
n't touch myself for a week!"
And that's exactly the point. Why
do we care?
Celebrity is a curious thing.
Although the filthiest sense of the
word is reserved for Hollywood,
celebrities can be anyone who
happens to drift into the public
eye: athletes, politicians, serial
killers, kids who fall down a well.
There's always another famous
person that you
need to know
about. Every day, new faces are
added to the cultural lexicon; per-
sonalities to memorize in addi-
tion to your own.
Celebrity is a juicy by-prod-
uct of living in a mass society. We
need something in common,
something to fill the awkward
moments of conversation that lie
between stoner philosophy and
who's who social gossip. Pop cul-
ture plugs the gups nicely - when
we're too guarded to share our-
selves, we share the soap operas
of our icons. These people
become saviours on a lofty
pedestal, a beacon to turn to when
we're overwhelmed by the face-
less masses around us.
If you ask me, this is pretty
fucked. Don't we have enough to
experience in our own lives with-
out taking all of these prima don-
nas on board too? Why do we
spend our valuable time on the
escapades of starlets who've
never met us and surely don't
give a damn? Shouldn't we
ignore the monolith?
And yet, here I am - a hyp-
ocrite of the highest and sassiest
degree - writing a column that
began with Paris Hilton's latest
'tragedy.' I could've told the sim-
ilarly tragic tale of my beloved
Ford Tempo's recent demise, but
I didn't think that anyone would
care. I'm not famous. I'm nothing
special. I'm not a celebrity.
I have Paris Hilton's contact
list. I thought about prank calling
Marilyn Manson just because,
you know, he's famous. He eats
babies! It'd make for a good
story, but if I phoned the kids
across the street, it wouldn't be
nearly as cool. It would-be ho-
hum in most people's opinion.
We're all caught in the
celebrity trap, somehow con-
vinced that these nebulous per-
sonalities off in the distance are
more worthwhile than those
around us. We build their exploits
to the level of Greek gods. But
our gods are just saps who hap-
pened to be hot enough, or talent-
ed enough, or lucky enough to get
airlifted into the spotlight high
atop the tower.
Paris Hilton substitutes 'u' for
'you' when she types. She forgets
to use capitals in her emails. She
sort of looks like a giraffe. Under
the gloss, she's just a stupider
version of us. Maybe, just maybe,
the stories of the 'faceless mass-
es' are more interesting, more
genuine, more real. But we'll
never stop gazing at the pedestal
for long enough to find out. If we
fall behind in our celeb-gossip,
Marilyn Manson will eat our
faces for dinner on Entertainment
Tonight.
Letters to the Editor
Take the time, shovel the
snow
As a resident of Waterloo, I am sur-
rounded by student housing. Myself
and many people I see every day have
had to walk on the city streets
because students do not shovel the
snow off their sidewalks. I see senior
citizens out there removing snow but
these young students of 19 or 20
years of age cannot be bothered.
I understand that many feel it is
the landlord's responsibility to take
care of snow removal. The lease
agreement states that a landlord can
be sued for injuries occurring on
these snow-packed and usually slip-
pery walkways. The landlord can lose
the house and thus the students can
lose another place to live.
The by-law enforcement officers
also need to be more vigilant in
ensuring that the snow removal law
be adhered to. It is not as if it is hard
to notice when someone has not shov-
eled their walkway.
Tracy L. Swierenga
The spirit and not the let-
ter...
Theologians have found the gospels
were written in a chronological order.
When this order is used to examine
the Easter story, it is found that the
later the gospels were written the
more critical they became of the
Jews. This seemed to coincide with
the time when the early Christians
moved from recruiting Jews to gen-
tiles.
This analysis shows why theolo-
gians believe the Bible contains his-
torical errors and even anti-Semitism.
It also shows that despite the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, the authors of
the gospels were unable to keep their
own personal prejudices out of their
work. This analysis does not tell us to
reject the Bible, but instead it teaches
us whenreading the Bible to overlook
some of the details and to focus on
the central message of the stories.
This helps us to see that Jesus teaches
us, above all else, that God loves us
all!
This lesson should also be
applied to sections of the Bible
that
touchon homosexual relationships as
it is important to remember that pas-
sages condemning homosexuality
were written by men who were
unable to escape some of the preju-
dices of their time.
Critics have charged that mar-
riage is an issue of religion, so let us
make same sex marriage about reli-
gion. If we are making it about reli-
gion, then it is time for the church to
doan examination of conscience, and
it is time for Christians to start prac-
ticing tolerance when it
„
comes to
homosexuality.
Two men or two women wanting
to spend the rest of their lives togeth-
er in a monogamous relationship
sanctified through marriage is a joy-
ous occasion for the Lord and it
should become a joyous occasion for
man as well.
Anthony Piscitelli
Letter Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and sub-
mitted with the author's name, student Identifica-
tion number, and telephone number. Letters must
be received by 12pm Tuesday on disk, or via e-
mail at cord@wlusp.com with the subject head-
ing of 'Cord letter.' Letters must be typed oreasi-
lylegible and may not exceed 350 words. The
Cora reserves the right to edit any letter forbrevi-
ty and clarity. Spelling and grammar will be cor-
rected. The Cord reserves the right to reject any
letter, in whole or in part.
The Cord reserves the right not to publish mate-
rial that is deemed to be libelous or in contraven-
tion with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.
Bold first move
Caitlin Howlett
Editor-in-Chief
It does set a bad precedent.
The elimination of
Orientation Week fees - a motion
that passed in a nine to five vote
by the newly elected 2005-2006
WLUSU Board of Directors -
might not be something to hoot
and holler about. I agree with
President-elect Dan Robert when
he says it sets a bad precedent.
The student government got
caught up chasing a popular
notion, and created the worst kind
of problem a government can in
fixing one that didn't exist to
begin with. Whether it was moti-
vated by politics or an ignorance
of the decisions trickle down
effect, the BOD's decision is baf-
fling.
Since when have the fees
been a major obstacle to the suc-
cess of volunfeerism at Laurier? I
don't know the exact numbers,
but I was told that for every sin-
gle WLUSU volunteer position,
there are approximately three
applicants. Obviously something
needed to be done with those kind
of numbers, and in a hurry. Sadly
the BOD seems more concerned
with popularity and politics, and
much less so with prudence and
precedent.
I would be mildly curious to
find out why it is that an O-Week
volunteer is entitled to free meals
while a student providing the
same volunteer services one
week later and for the duration of
an entire year is not?
I'm sure the BOD's motives
were genuine, and it's easy to get
caught up on "why should volun-
teers have to pay when they do so
much?" But good governance
demands more accountability
than good intentions.
Student volunteers contribute
a great deal to the Students'
Union, and I applaud the BOD's
desire to recognize this, but sim-
ply put, $22,000 thousand dollars
out of the WLUSU central budg-
et is not an appropriate or propor-
tionate means of accomplishing
that goal. The more money that
has to be soaked up by paying for
volunteers fees, means that there
are less funds directed towards
putting together programs
and
services provided by these volun-
teers. Suddenly Orientation Week
becomes Orientation Day, and the
need for volunteers to provide
services diminishes. Maybe not
this year, not even five years
down the road, but one year, this
is going to come back to
bite
organizers, volunteers, elected
representatives, and the entire
volunteer culture that WLUSU is
based upon, right in the buttocks.
Volunteerism requires clear
and defined standards of excel-
lence, but even more importantly,
it demands a willingness to give.
Willingness to whole heartedly
give: be it time, expertise, or as
situations demand it, money to
pay for services utilized as a vol-
unteer.
Sadly, the BOD seems
more concerned with
popularity and
politics, and much
less so with
prudence and
precedent.
What message does it send
when a volunteer job is only
worth doing if it's free? Because
let's be clear nobody ever paid to
volunteer, they paid for the food
they ate, the clothes that they
wore, and the concerts and daily
activities they attended. I think
the BOD has miscalculated the
feeling of ownership, empower-
ment and accountability that
comes with the decision to do
whatever it takes to be part of
improving the first experience of
every new Laurier student.
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Don't forget Hip Hop
Fraser MacDonald
Unaddicted
It's really dangerous to be a hip
hop MC these days. If you choose
to rap, you'll always be under the
threat of embarrassment. Watch
out for dentists and doctors; they
can chit chat you into exposing
your inclination
to write music.
From there on in, be careful.
When they ask: "What do you
play?," avoid specifics. The best
response is "Umm, I'm a vocal-
ist." Nine times out of 10 that will
throw them off the chase.
Whatever you do, never admit to
making Hip Hop - they won't
understand.
Despite sounding ridiculous,
there's an element of truth to
what I'm saying. Take for exam-
ple an MC from my crew - he's
rhymed for near a decade now,
but it took him till a month ago to
say "Mom, Dad, I have some-
thing to tell you. I rap." The fact
is, with mainstream artists posing
on magazine covers with dia-
mond studded goblets, plus the
videos packed full of luxury cars
(rented of course), women and
jewels, Hip Hop is hard to take
serious.
Incredible Peruvian born MC,
Immortal Technique, tears into
the one dimensional outlook of
record label recruiters on his clas-
sic album Revolutionary Volume
2, stating: "There's a market for
pet psychologists, there's a mar-
ket for sick shit fetish videos, and
your telling me there isn't a mar-
ket for cultured hip hop??" Of
course there is, it exists even in
Waterloo.
I don't want to blow it out of pro-
portion, but suffice it to say, a lot
of stupidity originates out of
mainstream rap. Don't let that
deter you. Hip Hop is a great cul-
ture - it invented break-dancing,
turntablism, beat boxing, and
adopted graffiti as a form of visu-
al art. What other genre of music
has five elements to it? KRS One
describes Hip Hop as a means to
shirk oppression because it was
birthed in the Ghetto, and most
importantly, can be lived by any-
one. No formal training is needed
to freestyle or beat-box or write
graf; the only real requirement is
a will to be heard.
With every form of music, there's
nothing better than artists who
are able to represent themselves
originally. In K-W right now
there are Hip Hop promoters that
organize events with an artistic
flair. If you don't believe me,
check out Wax Poetic Wed at
Vault Lounge - the night moves
smoothly, mixing in live local
acts with incredible DJing (you
really have to hear it to under-
stand what I mean). Funkification
Project is another example; not
one party has followed the same
format. And on the Laurier cam-
pus, Hip Hop Helps has twice
already put on free shows in the
Concourse featuring a host of
creative musicians, and will do
the same on March 13.
Just as it is wrong to plagiarize
ideas, being an uncreative artist
should be worthy of punishment.
It can be said for all types of
music that certain people dilute
the quality of the art due to profit
motives. However, it is impossi-
ble to understand any genre with-
out first investigating them, 50...
If I've inspired you, or even if
you're itching to confirm your
worst suspicions come check out
Better Moves Together at Wilf's
this Saturday for a healthy dosage
of live Hip Hop, and prepare to
be pleasantly surprised.
My ideology of evil
Marcos Moldes
My So-Called Queer Life
In his new book "Memory and
Identity," his holiness Pope John
Paul II has declared the push for
gay marriage as 'insidious' and
part of 'a new ideology of evil.'
According to an article written by
www.36sgay.com (a queer relat-
ed newswire), the Pope compares
abortion to the holocaust. The
book has received criticism from
both gay and Jewish groups.
I can accept the Catholic
Church's refusal to bless same
sex marriages, as a firm believer
in the freedom of religion I can
also accept that not everyone
agrees
with the Canadian
Supreme Court ruling that
declares exclusion of gays
and
lesbians from the institution of
marriage a violation of human
rights. I do not however, exempt
the Catholic Church from the rule
of law. While the Court's ruling
was non-binding, it is still a legal
ruling. Gay marriage is a reality
for a majority of this country, so
long as nobody's rights are being
infringed then I think its time to
acknowledge gay marriage is part
of Canadian identity.
I draw the line at being told
I'm part of an ideology of evil.
But ann ideology that promotes
safer sex and promotes a
woman's right to choose? Most
definitely. An ideology that
believes in the Canadian Charter
of Human Rights and Freedoms?
Yes. An ideology that promotes a
ban on the excessive use of faux
leather? I think I am the leader.
Of those ideologies I am a loud,
opinionated supporter. Is that
what makes me evil?
If being in favour of gay mar-
riage so long as nobody is
coerced into performing a cere-
mony that goes against their reli-
gious beliefs or by supporting the
right of women to abort an
unwanted pregnancy makes me
evil, then what does that make
those who claim to be righteous?
Is the Pope righteous for support-
ing the Catholic Church's claims
in Africa that condoms help to
spread the AIDS virus? Does pre-
venting access to resources that
can help stop the spread of HIV
make him a 'good' person? Is the
Pope a benevolent figure for his
efforts to keep contraceptives out
of the hands of women? For fill-
ing the city of Toronto with
Catholic pilgrims for "World
Youth Day" who sang hymns
while we were stuck in a subway
tunnel? It seems to me that people
(or in this case, popes) in glass
houses shouldn't throw stones.
Are queers any more or less falli-
ble than he is? I refuse to accept
the notion that an institution
responsible for the Inquisition
and the Crusades, an institution
that supported dictators like
Augusto Pinochet, is benign
while the gay rights movement is
seen as a malevolent evil force.
I'm tired of being told I will
burn in hell, I'm tired of hearing
that I am an abomination against
God's image. If God is really this
spiteful and hateful than I want
no part of it. I will not pass Go, I
will not collect my $200 dollars.
My Sundays are reserved for
sleeping in and going to brunch,
not condemnation and guilt.
Bryn Boyce's Off-Campus Pictorial
Courtesy Chris Clemens
World's longest WHAT?: If creating a 52,000 foot chain of paper clips wasn't ridicu-
lous enough, someone somewhere along the line managed to spell Wilfrid incorrectly
and place the university in a completely different city (who cares if we're adjacent, it's
still a different city). This was found in Niagara Falls'Guinness World Records Museum,
thanks to our Opinion Columnist Chris Clemens.
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Student Life
Exchange students seek mentoring
Laurier's International Friendship
Extension program is looking for
new volunteers to help integrate
students into campus life
JENNIFER ASSELIN
Student Life Editor
LT
niversitv just isn't university
j if you don't have friends to
help you along the way. Coming
to university, friends are made
within the first few hours. You
may not know it but the people
you meet that first day of school
could become the friends you
depend on for the next four years
of school. So it isn't surprising
that Laurier offers a mentorship
program
that helps exchange stu-
dents out with this process to help
them get better acquainted with
the campus and perhaps even
Canada itself.
"Enter as strangers, leave as
friends," is the slogan for LIFE
(Laurier International Friendship
Extension), started about ten
years ago. Even
with 80 mentors
already involved with the pro-
gram, more volunteers are need-
ed for the upcoming school year.
Volunteers are hired through
an application process to help
orient international students into
the Laurier atmosphere. Mentors
are in constant contact with the
international student that they are
paired with especially through e-
mail in the summer to ensure that
all of the student's questions are
answered before they travel to
Waterloo.
"LIFE has introduced me to
new people from all over the
world and to new cultures," says
Stacy Harris, who is originally
from Trinidad and has been
involved with the program for
two years and is now LIFE's
Marketing Co-ordinator.
Su E from Malaysia also
boasted about the opportunity,
"LIFE has been fantastic," she
says."It is a mixing pot for so
many different and unique cul-
tures. Throw in a handful of
Australians, a smidgen of
Germans, a pinch of France, a
dash of Spaniards, a Malaysian
and a whole bunch of people
from different nationalities and
you get what is the heart and soul
of LIFE. Memories and friend-
ships gained from LIFE are those
that you will cherish for life."
"Throw in a handful
of Australians, a
smidgen of France, a
dash of Spaniards, a
Malaysian... and you
get what is the heart
and soul of LIFE."
- Su E, student involved in LIFE
The program involves an ori-
entation session for students in
September during the regular
Orientation Week and a more
extensive training session for vol-
unteers is being developed in
hopes of being implemented this
April.
"We're looking for someone
empathetic, who is dedicated to
the program
and who is interested
in international relations,"
explained volunteer Tunde Igli.
"Some international experience is
good but it's most important that
they are friendly and know about
the school."
Igli explained that students
are there to help out with the big
things like registration and fees
and course selection but that they
are also there for the little things
like letting them know where the
mall is and which bus to take.
The program also organizes a
multitude of events and trips that
take place throughout the year.
Past events have included din-
ners, potlucks, pub-crawls and
movie nights, and trips to
Algonquin Park and Niagara
Falls.
Students who are interested in
the program should stop by the
booth set up in the Concourse this
week and pick up an application,
due by noon March 4.
• m M—J— ■ Hi 11111 111 111 B
Jennifer Asselin
Two LIFE volunteers take part at the booth set up for students to pick up applications in the Concourse.
Students will be chosen to help mentor international exchange students for the coming year.
This week Ziegler takes a look at
and discovers Waterloo's very
own Club 52, a golf lovers dream
SUSIE ZIEGLER
Staff Writer
With enthusiasm for golf still in
full swing for a number of peo-
ple, it's no longer just the sum-
mer months that give you the
delight of screaming "Fore!"
Waterloo's Club 52 makes
golfing available all year round.
The concept is simple. There are
large screens simulating several
different golf courses which
allow you to play golf without
having to brave the outdoors.
In the words of Devin, one of
Club 52's owners, "When you
can't golf outdoors, we offer
something different."
The place itself is located on
King Street in Waterloo (kitty
corner from Staples). It has three
large screens and is equipped
with a liquor license.
The club opened its doors in
Waterloo in November but the
one in Cambridge has been
around for about 10 years now.
Clientele is really a "big mix"
according to Devin and Tuesday
nights are ladies night which
offers half price for women.
Four courses are available at
any given time. It takes about an
hour for a person to play 18 holes
and it's played just as it would be
on a real course; if it were a four-
some you all take turns swinging.
You can bring your own clubs or
rent them there. They open daily
at 8 am and close late. One round
of golf costs $27.
Besides the appeal of being
able to golf during the off season
you also get the chance to play a
course that may otherwise
not be
available to you. Some
of the
most world famous courses are
available including Pebble
Beach, St. Andrews and
Pinehurst.
"When you can't golf
outdoors, we offer
something different."
- Devin, part owner of Club 52
It's about a 10 minute bus ride
from the University comparable
to the thousands of miles to some
of the real course locations and
appears to be a worthy substitute.
The club also offers a 15 percent
discount to Wilfrid Laurier stu-
dents. So if you're getting tired
of
the Waterloo bar scene, go enjoy
a round - it's open late!
Susie Ziegler
Next time you want to check out a little indoor golfing in Waterloo, try Club 52 for a unique experience.
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Life a happier place without tuition worries?
In light of the recent release of the Rae Review, two
Cord writers discuss whether or not students
should have to pay tuition for a higher education
Jessica Peter Ashley Rose
You can't make me
I
know this tuition thing is get-
ting out of hand when I hear
stories about girls who strip to
pay their way through school
-
and then I think, "imagine the
money I could make!" And this is
coming from me. I mean, I get
uncomfortable when the rubber
duck looks at me while I'm hav-
ing a bath.
It is clear - at least to students
-
that tuition is too high. But
could we do away with it all
together? It would definitely lead
to a greater equality of education.
With things as they are, we could
be losing great minds because of
a prejudice toward those with bet-
ter finances. Of course, some may
say that the poorer among us
could take advantage of scholar-
ships, bursaries and loans, but
that still means being in debt for
years. Even the more financially
secure among us will be paying
off debts throughout most of their
careers.
Doing away with tuition may
seem far-fetched, but in reality, it
can happen. Most European
countries are actually tuition-free
- the state pays tuition, while stu-
dents only cover their living
expenses. Here, this may not be
enough to fund education entire-
ly. One other option is volunteer-
ing. Since students here already
compete for volunteer positions,
changing paid positions to volun-
teer positions would work.
Students would be willing to do
more work volunteering, if it led
to experience.
Donations could also assist in
funding. The school already
receives some money from alum-
ni. With the abolishment of
tuition, there would be much less
need for student awards, so this
money could go to the school
itself. Also, if giving a percentage
of your income to the university
became the only socially accept-
able option, it would be good for ;
the university and the students.
The students would be paying a
debt, but a different type - and
they would only use money they
actually have. Plus, the university
would be motivated to truly teach
students what they need to know
- not just a "get a degree and get
out" attitude - because i f gradu-
ates can't get jobs, the university
won't get money.
University attendance, right
now, is financially prejudiced,
and the worst part is that there are
other options, we just choose not
to use them.
Keep the change
With all this talk of the Rae
Review buzzing in the Laurier air
it makes one question whether
the protests are actually neces-
sary. Is paying tuition for a high-
er education really all that bad?
Basic economics says what
you pay for is what you feel you
deserve; it makes sure that those
who want it will actually work for
what they are getting. If you want
good classes with good profes-
sors, you pay for it; if you want to
sit in on guest speakers, you pay
for it. Whether you like it or not,
education is a business - you pay
for what you get.
If education were to become
free someone out there would
eventually have to pick up the
slack and provide the money and
who would actually be willing to
do that? Suddenly education
would become yet another exist-
ing tax that well-meaning
Canadians would have to pay.
It's bad enough when OSAP
or parents are left to pay for stu-
dents to attend a university or col-
lege and pull off adequate - at
best - marks. So why subject hard
working citizens to provide said
services for us?
In the long run, tuition is fair
to everyone, both students and
tax payers. After all, students
who attend university are more
likely than not to become the
highest earners in society. If they
don't support their own education
then the burden will inevitably
fall into the laps of the working
poor in the form of taxes and
cause more constraints on an
already burdened society.
So between juggling classes
and part time jobs, students
shouldn't feel sorry for what they
are paying, instead they should
relish a good education. And
when feeling down about having
such a busy schedule, keep in
mind the study done by Saul
Schwartz and Ross Finnie at
Carleton and Queen's
Universities shows that the
majority of students who borrow
money have no problems actually
paying it back.
Less than half of students
have government loans at
the
time of graduation and only
seven to eight percent of those
have trouble paying the loans
back, while 25 percent will repay
within two years.
While tuition is an unpleasant
part of the university experience,
it also builds character, teaches
people the value of money, and
yes, relieves some
burden from
society. So instead of complain-
ing about having to pay, be happy
there is something to pay for.
FoodforThought
LAURIE SADOWSKI
Food Critic
Let's face it: March 17 is the
home to many a beer, a drunken
feast, and a chance to approach
the opposite sex boasting "kiss
me... I'm Irish!" But is there
more to St. Patrick's Day than an
ice cold pint of Guinness?
Mint Chocolate Shot
3/4oz. Bailey's (or the like)
l/2oz. white chocolate liqueur
l/4oz. creme de menthe liqueur
Fill shot glass half full with
Bailey's, add in the chocolate,
then the creme de menthe. Shoot
'er back.
Irish Punch
In a large pot, combine:
2 (12 oz.) cans each of frozen
limeade and frozen lemonade
concentrate
2 (2 litre) bottles of Sprite
Stir in:
1 (750 ml.) bottle of rum
Mix in:
2 qts. Lime sherbet
Key-Lime Pie Cocktail
For this two serving drink, place
a couple lime wedges in the bot-
tom of a mixing glass. Cover
with ice, and pour in 4 oz. vodka,
1.5 oz. frozen limeade concen-
trate (thawed), and 1 tsp. vanilla
extract. Shake well, and then
strain into two cocktail glasses.
Garnish with twist of lime.
Original Irish Cream
Try this recipe for your very own
Bailey's (can be refrigerated for 2
months... so triple the batch!).
Ingredients:
1 c. heavy cream
14 oz.
t
can of sweetened con-
densed milk
1 2/3 c. Irish whiskey
1 tsp. instant coffee granules
2 tbsp, chocolate syrup
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tsp, almond extract
Then:
In a blender, combine all ingredi-
ents. Blend for about 30 seconds,
store in fridge, shake well before
serving, and enjoy.
Please drink responsibly.
Vocal Cord
How was your Reading Week?
What did you do?
ALEX COSTEA
THIRD YEAR
COMPUTER SCIENCE
"Got trashed a few
times, snowboard-
ing and the
Autoshow - so
good times."
MAGGI ILLMAN
THIRD YEAR
ECONOMICS
"The best eight
consecutive days
of my life."
DHARSHAN PERWANI
SECOND YEAR
ECONOMICS
"Good times enter-
taining friends
from NewYork
[with] clubs and
cafes."
MIKE RADOSLAV
FIFTH YEAR
ENGLISH
"Ventured down
to exotic
Toronto."
JANETTE SMITH
SECOND YEAR
SOCIOLOGY
"Uneventful."
ANDREA WILLWERTH
THIRD YEAR
ECONOMICS
"Hospital was fun -
the drugs were
awesome."
DINESH ALWANI
THIRD YEAR
ECONOMICS
"Relaxing with no
l
deadlines, slept and |
didnotopen a
book."
LISA MARAFIOTI
FIRST YEAR
COMMUNICATIONS
"Turks and !
Caicos Islands:
very good
weather plus j:
very little stud- I
ies equals party j
week with con- |
sequential fail-
ure at school."
Horoscopes
Happy Birthday Pistes (Feb.i9-Mar. 20)
Your friends and family will do every-
thing possible to make your birthday a
special one. If someone gives you a gift
that is more than you think you
deserve, it's not. More people want to
see you happy than you think.
Tsl
~
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libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
There is going to be a small change
coming into your life. Don't cling on to
the past, you must embrace the new
things coming into your life in order to
progress. Change will help you reach
your goals.
Luckiest day: March 8
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Now is not the time to be spending
money. An unexpected bill or cost could
take you by surprise. Your finances are
in order, for the most part, and better
days are not that far off. Budget every-
thing carefully.
Luckiest day: March 4
Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec. 21) 1- j
You must keep focused at the task at
hand. Don't be distracted by anyone.
You must finish up any loose
ends in
order for positive things to start hap-
pening. Now is a good
time to write
goals to keep you motivated.
Luckiest day: March 3
""
"
Capricorn (Dec. 22-jan. 19) ,
You are going to have to make a few
decisions in the next while, mostly
around friendships. If you don't trust
someone right now that is probably for
the best. You must trust your intuition.
Luckiest day: March 5
Aquarius (/an. 20-Feb. 18)
MbJmSm
If you are looking for new work now is
the best time to go out looking. If you
are just wanting a change in your daily
routine something should pop up unex-
pectedly. Either way change is coming
for you, so be prepared.
Luckiest day: March 8
Pistes (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)
Someone around you is going to have
lots of ideas. They may want your help
with something, and if you can spare
the time it would be an excellent oppor-
tunity for you to meet new people.
Expect change in the next while.
Luckiest day: March 3
Aries (Mar. 2 I-Apr I 9} k Tl PI
A sudden change of plans is going to
disrupt something you've been working
on for a while. Don't get discouraged by
the delay. Take any time possible to do
things that you like. You need to relax
more.
Luckiest day: March 5
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20) ip-j-tlf
' mAJm
A relationship is going to become more
intense over the next while. If you are
single a new friend could be coming
into your life. Expected the unexpected
over the next while. Don't be discour-
aged by delays.
Luckiest day: March 4
' Gemini [May 21-June 21) j|jP^^|||j
You are going to have to work hard at
keeping everything balanced over the
next while. Don't hesitate to ask for
help, friends and family will be happy to
assist you with any troubles.
Luckiest day: March 8
Canter /June 22-Ju!y 22)
mBM
If you are feeling overwhelmed with
everything that is going on you must
deal with one issue at a time and let
everything take its course. You can't
force change right now, it is best to take
one day at a time.
Luckiest day: March 3
Leo (July 23-August 22)
An authority figure is going to try and
make decisions for you. Defend your-
self whenevernecessary. Don't let any-
one try to tell you what is best for you.
New things are coming into your life,
don't look at the past.
Luckiest day: March 6
Virga (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) |||^B
fe
You are going to have to make some
tough decisions in the next while. Don't
let past influences effect your future.
You must look at each possibility with a
unbiased opinion before you decide.
Luckiest day: March 6
Daniel Roth is a Journalism gradu-
ate of Conesloga College and is cur-
rently a Communication Studies
student at Wilfrid Laurier. He has
studied Astrology and other topics
of that genrefor almost ten gears.
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Opinion Feature
Examining...
The Rae Review
Building for the future
Bob Rosehart, PhD
WLU President & Vice-
Chancellor
Considerable public and media
attention is being focused on the
Report and Recommendations of
the Rae Review entitled Ontario,
A Leader In Learning. The report
tabled this month is expected to
influence not only college and
university funding in this spring's
Ontario budget, but as well influ-
ence public policy for the post-
secondary system for years to
come.
The report is about more than the
future development of post-second-
ary education; it is about building
the future prosperity of Ontario.
Why is this report different
from others that have tackled
similar mandates over the past
twenty years? (Fisher, Bovey,
Vision 2000, Smith, Post-second-
ary Task Force etc.) For one
thing, Rae and his advisory panel
represented a significant cross-
section of Ontario society and
extensively consulted not only
with interest groups but also the
general public during their
process. As well, it is a very com-
plete and detailed report that not
only contains recommendations
but also timelines and funding
requirements. In many ways it is
a road map to the future of post-
secondary education in Ontario.
The Rae report deals very
specifically with three themes:
quality, accessibility and account-
ability. It is clear that all
Ontarians will benefit from a
high quality post-secondary sys-
tem and that an accessible system
that is of diminishing quality is
not much of a bargain at any
price. Rae also proposes a very
enhanced degree of accountabili-
ty on individual institutions up to
and including the review of
multi-year institutional plans by a
standing committee of the
Ontario Legislative. If this Rae
recommendation were to be
accepted, individual institutions
would need to justify their tuition
fee structure to an all-party com-
mittee of the legislature. There is
nothing in the
current system
that comes close
to this degree of
accountability.
Rae tackles the
topical issue of
the boundaries
between col-
leges and universities as well as a
renewed mandate for the col-
leges. He restates that the col-
leges should have a significant
focus on the school-to-college
transition for those students not
going on to university, as well as
the skilled trades and apprentice-
ship areas. He opens the door for
more applied degree programs as
part of an institution's evolution
and would encourage more col-
lege-university collaboration
through a financial incentive pro-
gram.
What do the specific Rae rec-
ommendations mean to Laurier?
There are many of the Rae rec-
ommendations that if implement-
ed would have a positive impact
at Wilfrid Laurier University. In
particular:
the elimination of unfunded stu-
dents that currently costs WLU
approximately $6M per year;
the move to fund special needs
students on the number of special
needs students rather than student
enrolment would help special
needs students at WLU;
the program to encourage col-
lege-university partnerships
would benefit the new initiatives
at Laurier Brantford;
the expanded funding for
deferred maintenance would
accelerate the rebuilding of the
Dr. Alvin Woods Building and;
the recommended initiatives to
increase aboriginal programs
could benefit the new aboriginal
Social Work program.
The Rae Report is about more
than the future development of
post-secondary, education; it is
about building the future prosper-
ity of Ontario. The ball has been
clearly tossed by Rae to the
McGuinty government for a
response. It will be important in
the spring budget to see a long-
term response to the Rae initia-
tives and not just "short-term"
money thrown at a problem.
Health care costs, and federal
transfer payment monies both
reduced in growth and redirected
from post-secondary education
over the years have really hurt.
Just as Alberta, Quebec and B.C.
have made significant funding
commitments to their post-sec-
ondary system in recent months,
it is very important that the
McGuinty government respond
to the Rae Review in a significant
and meaningful manner.
A pragmatic view
Not everyone
will agree with
Rae, but the
report aims to
improve
A. Scott Carson, PhD
Dean, School of Business
& Economics
The Rae Report on higher educa-
tion in Ontario is very
Laurieresque - filled with con-
cerns about program quality and
student accessibility. With a pro-
posed annual injection of $2.1
billion into the system, the Report
is likely to be well received. The
McGuinty government must now
decide how, or whether, to imple-
ment the 28 recommendations.
Mr. Rae's focus is in two princi-
ple areas. First is new legislation
to re-design the Ontario system.
His main themes are quality
improvement and sustainability.
All funding increases are tied to
them. And, to ensure accountabil-
ity, a new Council on Higher
Education will set performance
targets, measure progress and
report. Also, he outlines strate-
gies to help Aboriginal students,
students with disabilities and
potential "first generation" stu-
dents to participate more fully in
higher education.
The recommendations concern-
ing improved participation are
certainly welcome. But whether
the accountability provisions
help, or simply lead to more
bureaucracy, will depend upon
how the Council actually func-
tions.
Second is the establishment of a
new funding model. It is based on
shared responsibility among gov-
ernments, institutions, students
and parents. From government,
Mr. Rae requests half a billion
dollars for capital expenditures
and deferred maintenance. A fur-
ther halfbillion dollars is targeted
at enrolment growth, graduate
education, increased student par-
ticipation and student financial
accessibility. Finally, $700 mil-
lion is earmarked to fund students
in the system for whom the gov-
ernment has never provided oper-
ating grants.
Institutions will be allowed to set
their own tuitions, but they will
be held accountable for demon-
strating quality improvements
and providing student aid.
Correspondingly, students and
parents are being asked to accept
responsibility for paying a greater
portion of the cost of their educa-
tion.
For Laurier's stretched budget,
the new model is generally good
news, especially the top-up for
our unfunded students. But, as
readers of The Cord know, the
most controversial aspect is the
impact on tuition fees.
Chancellor Rae isn't under any
illusion about the popularity of
this recommendation. But, with a
myriad of demands on the public
purse, he does not believe that we
will be able to build and sustain
quality without allowing tuitions
to increase. Very few senior uni-
versity administrators in Ontario
dispute this.
He does, though, recommend a
progressive scheme of tuition
grants and loans to transfer the
financial burden from low-
income students to those better
able to pay. In Mr. Rae's plan,
students below a prescribed
income level would receive a
grant, thereby making them
essentially tuition free. The gov-
ernment would shoulder the first
$6,000. The institution itself
would be on the hook for any-
thing above that. As well, there
would be tuition loans for stu-
dents in financial need but who
do not qualify for the tuition
grants. The loan would cover the
first $6,000. The university or
college would pay anything
above that level. Fortunately,
qualifying for loans would
require less contribution from
parents. Loan repayments would
be tied to income after graduation
with repayments being collected
through the tax system.
Last year, Laurier's Board
of
Governors approved a tuition
increase for future BBA students
applicable to their second year
and above. Under Mr. Rae's
approach, the lowest income
BBA students would pay no
tuition at all. For others who
qualify for the loans, Laurier
itself would provide a grant for
anything exceeding $6,000. As an
example, at today's tuition level,
plus the approved increase, that
would be roughly $200.
Mr. Rae has given Ontarians a
very thoughtful policy document.
Not everyone will agree with
him. But what he is proposing
certainly deserves careful consid-
eration by the Laurier communi-
ty-
We have it easy in Canada
An extra hew hundred dollars per
year would not stop the average
Ontarian from going to University
Kendall R. Giberson
Special to the Rae Report
As I passed through the
Concourse recently, I noticed a
table set up near the DAWB
entrance where people were lin-
ing up to sign a petition against
potential tuition hikes. I'm going
to outline why I was not inclined
to sign.
I think that we have it rela-
tively easy in Canada with
regards to our university tuition.
Currently, we pay only about 30
percent of the actual costs with
the difference being covered by
the government. I'm certain that
there are advocates for free post-
secondary education out there
who cite the example of a few
European countries. Simply put,
it is completely unfair to compare
us with these European countries
who can afford such programs.
That a lot of these countries have
higher income tax rates and have
stretched their social programs to
the limit is a fact ignored by
many.
I am not a hard-core right-
winger, as I see a lot of value in
social programs to help out those
in need and also the average citi-
zen. However, I also realize that
things cost money, and money
does not grow on trees; if you
cannot afford something, it is
uneconomical to buy it. It would
be great to have free education,
but that is a pie in the sky right
now, especially when 40 percent
of our taxes go towards interest
on the national debt; we're still
paying for social programs that
people enjoyed 30 to 40 years ago
and that older generations did not
pay much into.
The best comparison is with
the United States. American uni-
versity tuitions are astronomical
compared to ours. It is even high-
er when you factor in what a for-
eign student pays. For example, I
looked at going to the University
of Southern Maine. The cost of
tuition, books and residence
would have come to $12,000
USD per year. You need a lot of
scholarship money for that if you
are not financially well-off. I set-
tied on Moncton, where I paid
only $2668 CAD for the whole
year.
Let's face it, university educa-
tion costs money. If the govern-
ments had more funds to allocate
to higher education, I'm sure it
would be done if all the books
were balanced. I'm also sure that
if and when tuition does go up, it
will be in increments so that most
everyone would not really notice
the changes. An extra few hun-
dred dollars per year would not
stop the average Ontarian from
going to university. Now if it
were to suddenly double, then we
would have a major problem. The
way it sits, university costs are
manageable for most, as only 13
percent of students who receive
loans default on them. If tuition
goes up, you get a part-time job
during the school year or you
adjust your budget to be more
economical.
Where there's a will, there's a
way.
Rising tuition fees
are here to stay
Statistics Canada report suggests
that recent jumps in tuition
haven't affected enrolment in
university
Pat Alexander
Special to the Rae Report
Ever heard of a blessing in dis-
guise? This is exactly the term
that should spring to mind in light
of the Rae Report and its recom-
mended deregulation and tuition
hikes. In the short nan, we as stu-
dents will have to pay more for
school, but in the long run we'll
benefit greatly.
For university students, the
concept of educational invest-
ment is nothing new. It's by the
same reasoning that teachers, par-
ents and guidance counselors
managed to convince us all to
delay joining the workforce to
attend university. Yet, many of us
resist the same argument when
presented in support of tuition
hikes. This is for a variety of rea-
sons.
As liberal idealists, most of us
believe that all Canadians should
have equal access to post-second-
ary education. Intuitively, tuition
hikes violate this principle
because people from lower-
income brackets are affected to a
greater degree than those in high-
er brackets. We oppose hikes in
fear of turning away those from
less affluent backgrounds.
However, the numbers appear to
refute this fear.
Statistics Canada report suggests
that recent jumps in tuition haven't
affected enrolment in university
Statistics Canada recently
released a study suggesting that
rising tuition fees have not driven
poor Canadians away from uni-
versity classrooms. Despite a 77
percent increase in fees from
1993 to 2001, the gap between
high and modest-to-low income
Canadians has remained
unchanged.
Moreover, if this gap is what
people are concerned about, then
the Rae Report should be
embraced. Recall that Bob Rae,
as premier of Ontario, was leader
of the NDR a socialist party by
Canadian standards. His recom-
mendations bask in the hyperbole
that "every qualified student,
regardless of means, should have
a place in college or university."
Another reason why people
oppose tuition hikes is because it
provides a general disincentive to
attend university for everyone. If
the McGuinty government is pro-
posing - as it often does - that
we, as a society, need to become
better educated, and that more
people need to choose the univer-
sity path, then making it more
expensive to do so sure seems
foolish. Yet again, however, sta-
tistics manage to downplay wor-
ries.
If this disincentive were sig-
nificant, then on a national scale
we'd expect the province with the
lowest tuition fees - Quebec - to
have the highest enrollment. But
this isn't the case; Quebec has the
second lowest enrollment in
Canada. Rather, it's Nova Scotia
- the province with the highest
fees nationally - that has the
highest enrollment.
While these factors may be
somewhat relevant, they're sim-
ply not prevalent. Sure, it sucks
having to pay to go to school, but
many people recognize the value
of the investment. It's the weight
people give to having a universi-
ty degree that trumps the incon-
venience of paying for it.
As Ontario students, we must
recognize that this ingrained
value is dwindling because of
under-funding. Since 1987, the
real rate of public spending
towards post-secondary educa-
tion has dropped 18 percent amid
a 30 percent increase in health-
care spending. As a result, stu-
dents suffer the consequences of
an ailing system
with overcrowded
classes and insuf-
ficient services.
Meanwhile, as
many of our com-
petitors through-
out the world
invested properly, we're witness-
ing a drop in our educational
stock nationally and internation-
ally.
These issues will not be
addressed without tuition increas-
es. While the Rae Report recom-
mends increased national and
provincial funding, times are
tough and funds are scarce. The
political price paid by neglecting
student interests is minimal when
compared to the alternative of
raising taxes. Immediate con-
cerns - like health care - will
continue to dominate the public
purse at the expense of long-run
educational interest. Students
who possess an Ontario degree,
will bear the burden in our stub-
bornness if we continue to viru-
lently oppose deregulation and
tuition hikes.
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Additional Annual Funding Requirements by 2007-2008
Combining Investments in Colleges & Universities and Support for Students & Other Expenditures
Quality Affordability
Academic Renewal 700
.... .. nc
Council on Higher Education 8
Tuition Stabilization
International
10
Medical and Clinical 00
_
, . .
,
U New Tuition Grant 193
Subtotal: $718 Supplemental Loans 21
Students Opportunity Trust Fund 50
Participation and Access
New Ontario Learning Bond 36
Enrolment Growth 88 Subtotal: $515
Expand Graduate Education 180 p, n |i.i
Aboriginal 15 L/apiIal
Francophone 20 Facility Renewal 200
Persons with disabilities 15 New Facilities 300
Northern and Rural 20 Equipment 40
First Generation 5 qnhtntal
Web Portal 1
bubtot l. $540
Subtotal: S344
Total: $2,117
(All figures in millions of dollars) Source: "Ontario: A Leader in Learning", 2005
Comparison of international Tuition Rates
For residents of each nation
Australia: $7,772 to $1 5,545
Canada: $1,683 to $5,984
France: Free (public), $7,432 to $19,819 (private)
Germany: Free
Norway: Free
South Africa: $1,489 to $2,481
United Kingdom: From $2,372
United States: $5,025 to $27,301
Source: www.WorldStudent.com
Comparison of 2004-05 Ondergraduate Tuition Rates
Arts program: 10 courses per Year
Ontario Universities (an figures $cdn)
Wilfrid Laurier University ■■ ■ $4,691
University of Toronto I $4,185
Queen's University $4,193
McMaster University -J $4,336
Lakehead University $4,140
American Universities (all figures $USD) International Students
/-vi
imx/
,t
i I $4,250 In-State Students
SUNY - Buffalo i
~
$10 610
. ... ,
i ; $25,186
Clarkson University |
-
$25 18g
Lake Superior State p—r—r
S5
'
418
$10 836
University of Michigan v -
$4 ' !u0
| $12000
...
$17,700
Niagara University t : $17 700
Source: Each university's web site
Editorial Reaction: The Cord
Weekly's Editorial Board responds
to Bob Rae's Review on page 10
in the Opinion Section.
International
Democracy continues to rise in former USSR
KYLE BOULDEN
Staff Writer
Following
the democratic rev-
olutions in Georgia and
Ukraine, the former Soviet
republics of Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan both held parliamen-
tary elections last weekend, and
many observers predict that dem-
ocratic forces will again come to
rise.
Both countries had pledged
that the elections would be free
and fair but most observers agree
that little has been done to move
away from their authoritarian
style governments. Both elec-
tions are marred by accusations
of corniption and voting irregu-
larities.
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan are
neighbouring landlocked coun-
tries located in Central Asia,
north of Afghanistan. Tajikistan,
with a population of about seven
million, and Kyrgyzstan, with a
population of about five million,
are among the poorest of the for-
mer Soviet republics. Both
endured civil wars after the fall of
the Soviet Union, and are still
struggling to build stable demo-
cratic governments.
Results in Kyrgyzstan showed
that a majority of parliamentary
seats would be forced into runoff
elections; with well over 300 can-
didates running, only 30 out of 75
seats had winners with a majority
of votes. In one case, 66 percent
of voters in one district voted
against all candidates, meaning a
new by-election must be under-
taken. Nonetheless, opposition
groups claim that the government
has been trying to rig the election
in order to preserve the current
system.
Many people feel that the
current government is trying to
fill the parliament with support-
ers, so that current Kyrgyzstani
President Askar Akayev can
change the constitution to allow
him to continue as President.
Akayev's son and daughter were
both running for seats and are
expected to win among criticisms
over corruption in their cam-
paigns. A prominent opposition
leader was barred from running
in Akayev's daughter's district
because of a technicality.
The Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), who had been monitor-
ing the elections, declared that
the vote "fell short of internation-
al standards for democratic elec-
tions." The OSCE observers
claimed the election was tainted
by vote buying, de-registration of
candidates and interference with
the media.
In Tajikistan, the OSCE was
even more critical of the elec-
tions. Peter Eicher, head of the
election monitoring mission there
stated that "election day proce-
dures in a disturbingly high num-
ber of areas were not conducted
honestly."
Not unlike charges that
emerged in the recent election in
Ukraine, opposition groups
accuse authorities of intimidating
voters, allowing multiple voting,
and questionably high turnout. In
the weeks leading up to the elec-
tion, numerous independent
media outlets were also closed by
authorities, including radio sta-
tions and most independent
newspapers.
Meanwhile, teams of election
observers led by a former
Russian Interior Minister from
the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), a
group of ex-Soviet
states includ-
ing Russia, declared their assess-
ment that both elections were free
and fair, and reported no serious
violations.
Contributed Photo
Leading up to the election, the media was heavily influenced by the ruling government and the opposi-
tion stepped up its campaign against government authoritarianism in Kyrgyzstan.
Exiled government tours Somalia
ABI BALAKRISHNAN
Staff Writer
Somali President Abdullahi Yusuf
Ahmed and his Prime Minister
Mohammed Ali Ghedi arrived
last week in the town of Jowhar,
north of Mogadishu, the Somali
capital, to begin their week-long
"meet the people" tour of the
war-torn country.
The purpose of the
Presidential visit was to examine
the possibility of relocating the
exiled government from Kenya
back to Somalia, and to reinstate
government control. In order to
achieve this, Ghedi believes that
"foreign troops [need to] be pres-
ent on the ground to create secure
conditions for the new govern-
ment."
However, some of the cabinet
ministers, who are the same war-
lords that have battled for control
of the country for the past 15
years, are opposing the interven-
tion of troops from surrounding
countries. The division threatens
to break up the newly created
government. In a statement
released on Sunday, they
announced that "we endorse the
deployment of troops from the
international community without
the involvement of continents
from Somalia's immediate neigh-
bours."
Ghedi said that the govern-
ment's return to Somalia depends
on how soon donors meet a six-
month relocation budget of $77
million. Only $8 million has been
received so far. The success of
the transitional federal govern-
ment is questionable, especially
since "thirteen attempts to restore
order, mostly backed by rich-
country donors, have failed"
already, The Economist affirms.
The prospect of the govern-
ment returning to Mogadishu,
disabling some 50,000 militia-
men, halting the inflow of
weapons, devising some form of
a justice system and then trying
to resurrect a stricken economy
seems highly unlikely. Yet the
exiled President remains opti-
mistic, stating that his return to
Mogadishu could "hardly make
the place more unstable than it
already is."
In 1991, the government col-
lapsed along with the Somali
economy and social services.
Food shortages and the lack of
medical care created a humanitar-
ian catastrophe. Somalia still
does not have an established cen-
tral government, national curren-
cy, or any other trait associated
with a well-established nation-
state. The country's economic
problems have led to severe
unemployment and the southern
area of the country suffers from
chronic food shortages. Violence
has hampered international
efforts to provide food and basic
health services, and has also ham-
pered the country's investment
climate. Donor support to the
country is focused on humanitar-
ian relief and development assis-
tance.
One of the world's poorest
and least developed countries,
Somalia has few resources.
Agriculture is the largest eco-
nomic sector, with livestock
accounting for about 40 percent
of the GDP, and about 65 percent
of export earnings. Nomads and
semi-nomads, who are dependent
upon livestock for their liveli-
hood, make up a large portion of
the population.
Contributed Photo
Prime Minister Mohamammed Ali Ghedi, centre, wants foreign
troops to restore order to Somalia before the government returns.
Iran sought nuclear weapons
technology; investigation
TONY FERGUSON
Staff Writer
Investigations by officials from
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (lAEA) have revealed
that Iran tried to purchase the
technology to produce nuclear
weapons in the 1980s, but Tehran
denies that it acquired the tech-
nology or pursued the matter.
As the lAEA prepared to meet
to in Vienna this week to discuss
the situation in Iran, Iranian offi-
cials admitted to having consid-
ered acquiring technologies that
could be used to assemble nuclear
weapons.
Based on evidence gathered
in interviews with Pakistan's top
nuclear expert, Abdul Qadeer
Khan, who confessed last year to
selling nuclear secrets, the lAEA
unearthed a document from 1987
that contained offers made to Iran
by Khan's aides to purchase
nuclear equipment.
According to a European
diplomat, the document acquired
by the lAEA includes an offer by
Mr. Khan's representatives to
provide Iran with a package of
technology which included
instructions for casting uranium
metal, which is a very difficult
process. Although this seems sus-
picious, investigators note that
Iran could have other motives for
the fabrication of uranium in
metal form.
As Iran turned over the docu-
ment it insisted that it had turned
down the opportunity to buy the
technology necessary to building
nuclear weapons. Iran was at war
with Iraq when it acquired the
materials in 1987 and has told the
lAEA that it has turned down the
chance to buy any more. Despite
this, the Washington Post report-
ed that there is evidence that Iran
took up an offer made by Abdul
Qadeer Khan to help buy more
expensive items elsewhere.
The U.S. is highly suspicious,
accusing Iran of secretly pursuing
a program to develop atomic
weapons beneath the veil of its
nuclear energy program. Others
are growing suspicious as well.
The Director General of the
lAEA, Mohamed El Baradei said
"The ball is very much in Iran's
court to come clean."
Iran denies such accusations
and insists that because it has
signed on to the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty it has the
right to develop a civilian nuclear
energy program with plans of
constructing Iran's first nuclear
power plant in the capital city
of
Tehran. U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice stressed the
role of diplomacy and the
Europeans in this situation, say-
ing the U.S. "never categorically
rules out anything, but we are in a
state in which diplomacy has time
to work."
Iranian officials are to meet
next month for a new round of
nuclear talks with officials from
Britain, France and Germany.
Mohamed El Baradei, has repeat-
edly urged Iran to reveal any
secrets and allow inspectors full
access to Iranian nuclear sites,
stating three important things
he
thinks Iran should provide:
"transparency, transparency
and
more transparency."
- Please see Somalia, page 21
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New approach needed for North Korea
Isolation will exasperate the
situation; economic engagement
will bring about change
Grace Kim
Staff Writer
Since
the 19905, successive
U.S. administrations have
attempted to verify whether or
not North Korea, led by Kim
Jong-11, possesses nuclear
weapons. Only
this month did the
North Korean government pub-
licly confirm that it possessed
nukes.
Apart from whether or not we
can trust the government's
announcement, it provides a
meaningful opportunity for us to
consider the following questions:
where does the confirmation of
North Korea's nuclear weapons
lead us? More importantly, is
there any way
that we can contain
the North Korean threat?
In response, some U.S. gov-
ernment hard-liners, including
Vice President Dick Cheney and
Secretary of Defence Donald
Rumsfeld, promote aggressive
isolation of North Korea, arguing
that "Washington should press to
cut off North Korea's remaining
trade and financial flows, in
hopes of squeezing the country
and perhaps destabilizing the
government of President Kim
Jong-Il." This, however, con-
tributes to the additional humani-
tarian severity on thousands of
North Koreans who suffer in the
process.
More importantly, this hard-
line reaction is exactly the type of
policy reaction that bolsters
North Korea's determination to
maintain its nuclear weapons,
thereby exacerbating the nuclear
stand-off. Although North
Korea's Kim Jong-Il is one of the
most vilified political leaders, we
must recognize that from the
North Korean perspective, it is
not irrational for North Korea to
go nuclear. The security of North
Korea is threatened by its neigh-
bours, South Korea, Japan. China
and Russia, which are either
staunch U.S. supporters, or
already nuclear states. In light of
an emerging post-Cold War con-
sensus and especially after the
recent invasion of Iraq, it is not
surprising that North Korea con-
tinues its ambition to maintain its
nuclear ambitions for the
regime's survival.
Sooth Korea was
democratized
through economic
liberalization, and
recent reforms by
North Korea hint that
the regime is willing.
With caution, I am willing to
predict that this impasse will like-
ly persist into the future. In fact,
five or even 10 years from now,
political analysts will be faced
with the same North Korean
nuclear impasse with no major
difference from today.
Meanwhile, thousands of North
Koreans will continue to cross
the country's northern border to
enter China illegally, in hopes of
finding employment, knowing
that deportation by the Chinese
government back to North Korea
will likely result in execution.
Still, countless others will die of
poverty, natural disasters and
government prosecution, while
the international community fails
to aid them.
This scenario is most likely to
occur unless we do one thing:
create a policy of economic
engagement. The hard-line policy
argument of the Bush administra-
tion, namely closing-off North
Korea from all economic activity,
is utterly wrong and, quite
frankly, the worst policy that
could be chosen. It is wrong
because continuing to isolate
North Korea will not eliminate
the threat that it presents to the
world, but exacerbate it. The
forces of capitalism and econom-
ic engagement can potentially
liberalize the North Korean total-
itarian government.
Ultimately, any attempt to
resolve the North Korean stale-
mate must be seen through the
prism of South Korea. Only when
the international community
engages North Korea economi-
cally by gradually implementing
free market reforms, can we
resolve the nuclear impasse. This
is precisely how South Korea
became democratized. It was pos-
sible for South Korea to develop
and democratize itself because it
was allowed to engage in interna-
tional free trade, and make use of
the benefits of globalization.
Indeed, it is astonishing how
so many pundits overlook the
partial economic liberalization
policies that North Korea imple-
mented in 2001. Today, North
Korea is promoting foreign
investments from Japan, China,
and South Korea. Once you are
enmeshed within the network of
global capitalism, you cannot
undo it. Thus, the key to the
North Korean nuclear impasse
lies with the modernization and
economic engagement, not with
the isolation measures.
Togo is bringing hope to Africa
Ruben Gu-Konu
Staff Writer
Is democracy taking a serious
turn in Africa? If so, is Togo an
example of that phenomenon?
President Faure Gnassingbe, 39,
son of Gnassingbe Eyadema,
Africa's longest-ruling leader,
stepped down late Friday after
being installed by the top military
Generals of the Togolese army.
He was appointed hours after his
father died of a heart attack on his
way to Switzerland for medical
treatment three week ago.
For those of us that are close-
ly tied to Togo and have seen the
actions and accomplishments of
Gnassingbe Eyadema, his sudden
death came not only as a surprise
but as a relief. Africa's longest
and most notorious military ruler
was finally gone. He had been at
the centre of thousandsof investi-
gations by Human Rights watch-
dogs like Amnesty International,
on crimes such as arbitrary assas-
sination of press members and
torture of political opponents. At
last, the Togolese people were
given the possibility to start from
the beginning on the long and bit-
tersweet journey called democra-
cy.
But that sense of relief and
jubilation only lasted a few hours
as the son of the deceased dictator
was quickly appointed by the
army to rule the country until
2008. With that move, important
constitutional laws were literally
erased in a coup-like operation by
the legislature. But following
increased pressure from
African
leaders and the international
community, Faure Gnassigbe
decided to step down, allowing
an interim government to take
over and organize elections with-
in the next 60 days.
Does this mean that Togo has
decided, after decades of disre-
garding the most basic democrat-
ic commandments, to listen to
international pressure and apply
democracy? Have we gotten to
the point where the country
hold-
ing the record of having the first
ever military coup in Africa
will
take trend-setting action towards
democracy in the old continent?
It is evident that Faure
Gnassingbe's decision would
have never taken place under his
father's rule. Eyadema ruled with
an iron hand. International pres-
sure had no impact on the way he
ran public affairs. But has Togo
gotten to the point where it is
finally ready to climb the demo-
cratic ladder?
If that is the case, if Togo can
step back and take the necessary
steps towards a democratic state,
then Africa may be at a crucial
turning point, where Africans
themselves finally understand
that the remedies of their strug-
gles exist within their unity. It is
the cure that will lead to a peo-
ple's-run Africa, where corrup-
tion is fought against, where end-
ing poverty is first on every coun-
try's agenda, but more important-
ly, where Africa matters in world
decisions. Africa will no longer
be known as a land of poverty,
genocide, disease and under
development.
Faure Gnassingbe stepping
down to allow democracy to take
its toll is the first step towards a
democratic Togo. Steps of this
nature give us hope for other
countries such as The Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Sudan,
and even the Ivory Coast, to
come out of the current deadlock
and mature towards a democracy,
a movement, a sentiment, a way
of governing that Africa will
finally be ready for.
Windows
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Babies stand trial
Two defendants slept through
their bail hearings on Monday in
Bangladesh, but were excused by
the judge because of their age.
Four young children, aged
three months to two years, were
brought before a judge in the dis-
trict of Chittagong, and left
authorities "a little bit shocked."
The charges have not been
released, but in Bangladesh any-
one can file a police report and
force someone before the courts.
It is suspected that the charges
are a result of a land dispute
between two neighbours.
In the meantime, the children
were released on a bail of $50
each. The judge expressed his
doubt over the validity of the
charges, and noted that "every-
thing will come out during the
police investigation and the
report that will be submitted to
the court later."
Cuba spoofed
A film spoofing the Cuban
bureaucracy, Monte Rouge, has
become the rage in Cuba, with
DVD copies being circulated
throughout the island.
Satire is a common feature of
Cuban films and television, but
the film takes this to a new level.
It mocks the big-brother aspect
of Cuban society, where people
often complain that the govern-
ment watches over them too
much.
"Good Morning, we've come
to install your microphones" an
agent tells a homeowner in the
opening of the film. "In what part
of the house do you usually talk
bad about the government?"
The 15 minute film is direct-
ed by the renownedCuban direc-
tor Eduardo del Llano. While
many Cubans have heard of the
film, fewer have actually seen it
because few people can afford
DVD players.
Science vs. nature
The cane toad was introduced to
parts of Australia in 1935 in
order to combat the scarab bee-
tle, which damaged sugar pro-
duction, but now scientists are
looking for ways to stop the
spread of the toad into western
Australia.
The cane toad is considered a
dangerous species by the WWF
because it can kill larger animals
like crocodiles, and is responsi-
ble for a drastic decline in the
Australian quoll population.
Scientists hope to develop a
genetic virus that will kill off the
cane toads when they are in the
tadpole stage of development.
The toads can lay 30,000 eggs at
once, and live longer than five
years.
The virus could take
up to 10
years to introduce, and authori-
ties are worried that the toads
could wrack havoc in the mean-
time. There is also no word on
the potential hazards of the virus.
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Diamonds opening prospects in Sierra Leone
TYLER WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
KRIS COTE
Internationaleditor
Following more
than 10 years
of civil war, in which dia-
monds were a central factor, the
diamond trade in Sierra Leone is
becoming more transparent, but a
number of issues still exist.
A new report published by the
Ottawa-based Partnership
African Canada, which works
with African NGOs to address
local issues, commends the gov-
ernment of Sierra Leone for
increasing the transparency of the
diamond trade following years of
corruption and destruction.
While the report provides a
glimmer of hope for the war-rav-
aged country, it is also critical
that the wealth being generated
from diamond mining is not
being shared equally among the
nation's impoverished citizens.
Sierra Leone's Gold and
Diamond Department (GDD),
which presides over the export of
the nation's most abundant natu-
ral resource, operates "with a
level of transparency and profes-
sionalism unmatched by other
institutions in Sierra Leone."
Official diamond
exports had
disappeared by 1999,
but rose to $126
million last year.
Diamonds fuelled the coun-
try's decade-long civil war, and
by 1999 they had disappeared as
an official export. Last year, total
diamond exports rose to $126
million, from $74 million in
2003, an increase of almost 50
percent. However, this was not a
result of internal factors, but of
external developments. The UN
embargo on Liberian diamond
exports, the Kimberly Process,
which is an international standard
that designates clean diamonds,
and developments within the dia-
mond industry contributed to the
rise in official exports.
Yet smuggling still remains a
problem. Official estimates con-
tend that between $30 million to
$170 million worth of diamonds
were smuggled out last year. In
contrast, the government's direct
tax revenue from the diamond
trade was less than $4 million.
While increased internal security
has allowed many workers to
return to the diamond fields, as
many as 120,000 are employed in
the diamond sector, and a large
number of these are children.
Officials estimate that 10,000
children are employed as miners.
The President of Sierra
Leone, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah,
acknowledges that "the problem
of child miners will be difficult to
tackle," but he contends that "leg-
islation had been prepared" to
deal with the problem.
War hampered investment in
Sierra Leone, and the majority of
miners are artisans working for
local owners. The workers are
generally exploited by this
process,
and they are paid far
below the average value of their
stones. Many artisans manage to
barely make more than a dollar a
day, and their earnings are often
less than the minimum wage.
Despite this, a 2003 report by the
J
Peace Diamond Alliance stated
that enforcing the minimum wage
would "place an extreme burden
on mine owners."
The report calls this system of
mining a "casino economy,"
because workers accept very low
wages, but receive a cut of
the
diamonds if they find any. While
the work is hard, and many make
little money, there is a lack of
economic alternatives.
Ba Marra has worked as a
miner for 15 years, and it is all
that he can do to provide for his
children. "I cannot read, I cannot
write, I don't have anything else
to do other than mining to feed
my five children and my wife."
Marra found one diamond last
year,
which he sold for $2,900
(US), but has yet to find any
since.
Yet, there is optimism that the
diamond industry will soon be
able to more fully benefit Sierra
Leone. Vast improvements have
been made in the past two years,
and the report notes that with out-
side support, this is likely to con-
tinue. Ndola Myers of the GDD is
confident that "The talk that dia-
mond are a cost to the nation no
longer stands. Things have
changed. Now it is a blessing."
Contributed Photo
The majority of diamond miners are artisans who work small plots, like above. Wages are often very low,
and many children mine for diamonds, but there is a lack of economic alternatives.
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Following livestock, bananas are
the next principal export. Sugar,
sorghum, maize, and fish are
products for the domestic market.
The economy's reliance on
agriculture means that it is also
vulnerable to climatic conditions.
The small industrial sector, based
on the processing of agricultural
products, accounts for only
10
percent of the GDP; however,
most facilities have been closed
down because of the civil strife.
Civil disturbances since 1999 in
Mogadishu and outlying areas
have interfered with any substan-
tial economic advance, and have
hampered international aid
arrangements.
American power is bringing democracy to the world
Richard Togman
Staff Writer
The
invasion of Iraq in 2003
was undertaken for numer-
ous objectives, many of which
are contested from many sides.
Some say the invasion was for
oil, imperialist aims and military
bases. Others contend that it was
for Iraqi freedom, terrorism and
WMD.
However, others argue that
the invasion may have had less to
do with Iraq specifically than
with provoking regional change.
The invasion of Iraq can be seen
as a warning, and a demonstra-
tion of American force, to nonde-
mocratic regimes.
Whether one agrees with this
analysis or the validity of such a
strategy, one has to acknowledge
that a sea of change is enveloping
the Middle East specifically, and
the world at large, in the wake of
the Iraqi invasion.
Afghanistan has successfully
elected a democratic government
which is widely representative of
its people and is accepted as
legitimate. It is a free and pro-
western government, as opposed
to the violently repressive and
terrorist government that existed
barely four years ago.
The Palestinians have elected
a new government following the
disastrous decline of the Arafat
leadership. The new government
is widely viewed as an acceptable
partner for the peace process and
it has taken steps to combat the
extremist Palestinian factions.
The presidency of Mahmoud
Abbas has reignited hopes for a
lasting peace in the region.
Saudi Arabia has taken the
initial step of holding municipal
elections in most of the country.
Although women were excluded,
the successful elections were
seen as a positive step forward
and have emboldened the
reformist elements within the
Saudi kingdom.
Iraq has held elections despite
incessant bombings and attacks.
With a relatively high turnout,
and the formation of a governing
council that is set to create a new
constitution, hopes are high for
the infant Iraqi government.
Kuwaiti reformers have
begun to publicly denounce the
royal government and demand
elections. The question as to why
their Iraqi neighbours can vote
two years after the fall of
Sadaam, while they remain under
a monarchy 14 years after the
expulsion of Sadaam, has led the
government to consider reforms.
Egypt's president, Hosni
Mubarak, has recently declared
that an end will be put to his one
party rule and that direct, multi-
party elections will take place for
the presidency. This could end
Egypt's near 50 year history of
military-backed rulers and open
the country to liberalization and
democratization.
Lebanon has begun to
demand the withdrawal of Syrian
troops from its territory and open
declarations espousing democra-
cy and liberty can be heard in the
capital of Beirut. Tens of thou-
sands have flooded the streets to
protest Syrian control over their
country and the majority of the
Lebanese government has just
resigned in defiance of their
Syrian overlords.
Syria itself has bowed to U.S.
pressure to undertake a partial
withdrawal of its troops from
Lebanon and has recently handed
over numerous Iraqi Ba'athists
that were previously taking
refuge within its borders. Among
them include the half-brother of
Saddam and many other top
members of the regime.
Worldwide, the elections and
velvet revolutions in Georgia and
Ukraine have strengthened the
democratic forces in the former
Soviet Union. Iran has come
under increasing pressure to
abstain from producing nuclear
material and North Korea has
come under pressure to resume
talks on its nuclear program.
Togo has averted a near coup as
the son of the former president
resigned his coup-instated pow-
ers and promised a return to
democracy.
Countless other examples
have occurred around the world
and especially in the Middle East
and Islamic world. How directly
the invasion of Iraq has influ-
enced the specific nations
involved, or if it affected them at
all, is a question open for debate.
However, one cannot refute the
evidence that the forces of liberty
and democracy around the world
are being strengthened and rein-
forced. The American hegemony
is no doubt affecting the world in
numerous and dramatic ways,
however it may be possible that
the coalition of the willing might
have just inspired a coalition of
reformers and democrats to
emerge from the shadows of
some of the darkest places on
earth.
Contributed Photo
The streets of Lebanon have been filled with protests and
demonstrations following the death of former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri, and it appears that democracy is on the rise.
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Crossword
BY FRASER KING
Across:
I. Tullamore Whiskey
3. Like an Al-Paca
7. A brownish-green mountain-
dwelling New Zealand parrot
9. To form an idea of
10. One part of bronze
11. Female sheep
12. Hockey equipment
13. As compared to then or soon
14. Person, place, or thing
16. A Jimmy Stick
17. Person who acts
19. Garlic, en Francais
21. Like a line, but has a begin-
ning
23. Opposite of full
26. Of a kind, breed
27. Used to stop blood flow on
arteries
30. Used to fell trees
33 and Flow, think tides
34. Synthetic textile
36. A water sprite of German
mythology
37. Disturbance created by a large
number of people
39. Place to work out
40. Belch synonym
41 Brooks or Gibson
43. Carnivorous
,
had
Bhd in 2e D&D
44. Staphylococcus ,
45. Insect, works well in groups
46. Opposite of over
47. Not cold
44. The form of a used before
words beginning with a vowel
Down:
1. To the point
2. Not the loser
3. Space to get by
4. Societal rule
5. Past tense 'eat'
6. Crappy version of
Windows
7. To steal a person
8. Ensign shortform
10. The 19th letter of the
Greek alphabet
12. Opening in the skin
14. Not 'yes'
15. Superman can do this
18. List with a total
20. Dept. that handles computers
22. Thing attached to shoulder,
hand
24. Mad
,
the Road Warrior
25. A long white linen robe with
tapered sleeves worn by a priest
at Mass
27. A large edible mushroom
(Boletus edulis)
28. Sudden or unexpected
29. Used in plays or tv, a tool or
thing
30. Person who catches fish
31. To mesh things together
32. Sounds like 'accept'
35. Something-something
something dot com
38. Anger, hostility
40. To prevent the use of
41. Wet dirt
42. Shakespeare's 'here'
Who's jn da
nouse?Last Week's Answers
Weekly
Bad
Drawing
By
Pete
Cram
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Arts & Entertainment
Craig Cardiff connects with audience
Ferris Boyd
Under the Radar
There
is no doubt that Craig
Cardiff is one of the best
things to ever come out of the
Kitchener-Waterloo area. Sitting
in the Bombshelter Pub last
month as he recorded his new
album in an intimate concert, it
was hard to believe he hadn't
made it big and wasn't singing at
the Junos or MuchMusic Awards.
Not that he cares, though. Craig
Cardiff has great possibility with
his organic, acoustic sound, and
he just loves sharing his music
with small crowds in an engaging
and interactive performance.
While Cardiff classifies his
music as "something better than
hair rock," it would be better
described as unique folk rock
mixed with captivating and
sometimes quirky lyrics. On top
of his songs that paint pictures in
your mind, he offers shows that
go beyond typical performances,
and word of his intimate concerts
is gaining speed. Not only does
he frequent University of
Waterloo's Bombshelter Pub, he
also performs living room shows
where he sets up and plays in stu-
dents' houses.
Cardiff has over five CDs
released, some of which are just
him and his guitar, others accom-
panied by double bass and drums.
Cardiff sets himself apart from
other artists with his distinct
vocals and guitar picking style,
and lyrics that range from serious
songs about social justice to silly
songs about his life. His
humour
was apparent when asked what he
would do with his life if he didn't
play music and he replied, "I
think I'd like to write: books,
comics, soap box love romance
type things where the woman's
dress is always slipping off on the
front cover. That sort of thing."
While he evidently has a
sense of humour, he can also be
very serious and passionate about
issues. His lyrics are real and rel-
evant and listeners can appreciate
his heartfelt stories of love and
life. Cardiff stated the one thing
he hopes listeners get out of his
music is "that in spite of all sham,
drudgery and deceit, it's still a
beautiful world." He is also
ardent about politics in Canada,
stating that he dislikes "the pas-
sive conservative trend in Canada
that fetters art into the class of
entertainment and not activism,
and that allows things like equal
marriage rights to even be an
issue, as opposed to simply being
a given." In the past, he has used
his website,
www.craigcardiff.com, to
encourage tolerance and
activism.
One of the most amiable
things about Cardiff's character
is his willingness to interact with
the crowd. If he isn't talking with
fans before and after the show, he
is on stage telling comical stories
to entertain the audience. In
everything he does in his per-
formance, it is evident that he
loves music. "[I love] filling the
world with music," Cardiff said
in a recent interview. "I love
playing campuses where people
are excited about new ideas and
new music."
This Friday at 10pm at the
Waterloo University Bombshelter
Pub, Cardiff is releasing the live
album that he recorded at the pub
last month, and tickets are avail-
able at the door or on his website.
One thing is certain with
Craig Cardiff: he enjoys making
music and performing, and that
shines through in his performanc-
es and leaves the audience with a
fresh perspective on music and
life.
Contributed photo
The Bombshelter hosts Craig Cardiff's CD release party on Friday.
"Too weird to live, too rare
to die": Hunter S. Thompson
CARLY BEATH
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Hunter S. Thompson 1937-2005
Hunter S. Thompson, who pio-
neered his own brand of jounal-
ism, which he dubbed "gonzo
journalism," died Ferburary 20
from a self-inflicted gunshot
wound to the head.
He was at his infamous com-
pound in Woody Creek, Colorado
at the time of his death. He was
speaking to his wife on the phone
when he killed himself. His body
was discovered by his son Juan.
Juan's wife and their son were
also in the house at the time of the
death.
Reports suggest that
Thompson had planned his sui-
cide, most likely due in large part
to his recent health problems,
including surgery and a broken
leg.
Thompson was arguably best
known for his wild reputation and
legendary antics.
He had a propensity for sub-
stance abuse. He allegedly
received his job as a writer for
Rolling Stone after a meeting
with Editor Jann Wenner, during
which he lifted up his shirt and
injected himself in the stomach
with a drug-filled syringe.
Thompson was
arguably best known
for his wild reputa-
tion and legendary
antics.
His hard-living ways were
most famously chronicled in his
book "Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas", which was later adapted
into a film starring Johnny Depp
as Thompson's autobiographical
character Raoul Duke.
Other Thompson books
include The Rum Diary (the first
novel he wrote, which wasn't
published until 1998), Hell's
Angels: The Strange and
Terrible Saga of the Outlaw
Motorcylce Gangs, Fear and
Loathing on the Campaign
Trail '72, and Better Than Sex,
an account of Bill Clinton's pres-
idential campaign.
He got his start in journalism
as a sports writer for his army
base's newspaper. He later wrote
for many publications including
Rolling Stone, The San
Francisco Examiner and, most
recently, ESPN.
In his "gonzo journalism"
Thompson dispensed with
notions of objectivity and situat-
ed himself in the stories he was
reporting. His writing was fast-
paced and frenzied and he often
attended and wrote about events
under the influence of drugs and
alcohol.
Thompson had an interest in
firearms. He ran for Sheriff of
Pitkin County in 1970, a race
which he lost by 500 votes.
He was creamated last week
and his family is looking into
having his ashes fired from a can-
noil, as per his wishes.
fmg&p
- ■■ ••
-«r
Contributed photo
Hunter S. Thompson died February 20 at the age of 67.
77th Academy
Awards winners
CARLY BEATH
Arts & Entertainment Editor
The 2005 Academy Awards were
handed out Sunday night, with
The Cord's critic. Brad Skelton,
going 5 for 7 with his predictions.
As Skelton predicted,
Hollywood veteran Morgan
Freeman won the Best Actor in a
Supporting Role category for his
role in Million Dollar Baby. This
was his forth Oscar nomination
and first win.
Cate Blanchett took the Best
Actress in a Supporting Role
prize for her portrayal of
Katherine Hepburn in The
Aviator.
The Best Actor in a Leading
Role category was also won by an
actor playing a non-fictional
character - Jamie Foxx as Ray
Charles in Ray. Hilary Swank
won the award for Best Actress in
a Leading Role for her part in
Million Dollar Baby.
Best Original Screenplay
went to Charlie Kaufman, Michel
Gondry and Pierre Bismuth for
Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind.
The two categories that dif-
fered from The Cord's predic-
tions were Best Director and Best
Picture. Best Director was given
to Clint Eastwood for Million
Dollar Baby; the film also ended
up with the Best Picture trophy
for producers Eastwood, Albert
S. Ruddy and Tom Rosenberg.
The relatively new Best
Animated Feature award, intro-
duced in 2001, was won by
Pixar's The Incredibles, written
and directed by Brad Bird.
The Oscar ceremony
featured Chris Rock's
trademark roasting
of the audience and
celebrities.
There were performances of
songs nominated for
Best
Original Song by artists including
Beyonce, Josh Groban and
Counting Crows.
The event was hosted by
Chris Rock and featured Rock's
trademark roasting of the audi-
ence and celebrities, including
President George W. Bush.
Contributed photo
Left to right: Gate Blanchett, Morgan Freeman, Hilary Swank
and
Jamie Foxx.
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Alien Hominid
better played free
JULIAN PANCOTT
Copy Editor
blood, there were flowers and
sparkles. Everything was boxy
and unfinished looking; the game
just appeared sloppy and childish.
Controls: You've got the basic
jump and fire in the A and B but-
tons. L and R are a fast roll or run
if you ever need to keep up or get
out of the way. You can dig your-
self into the ground and hide, but
other than that I'd say there is
nothing spectacular about the
game. If you jump on an FBI
agent, you can bite his head off,
but that seems to require no extra
buttons.
Game Play: With unlimited
basic ammunition, the game
becomes a "fastest button masher
wins" kind of game. You just
move along and shoot the FBI
agents. The end bosses were
tricky until you learn the pattern
of their attacks, and then the only
thing to stop you is the placement
of ledges. With the flat graphics,
some images were actually
ledges that you could jump on to,
and other times they weren't. The
degree of difficulty had a few set-
tings, with my preferred
"Thumbsucker" level which sup-
posedly provides 99 continues,
yet I think that's a lie. Despite the
fact that this is a multiplayer
game, it plays awkwardly with
more than one person, and if one
dies before another, they sit until
the game ends.
Overall: I do not recommend this
game. I find it poorly made, with
pathetic graphics and lousy game
play. It sells for roughly $30, and
I rented for roughly $7. I regret
every cent. Had I known earlier
about Newgrounds.com, I would
have played online for free. The
rating this game gets is solely, for
the flowers and sparkles in the no
gore game.
Where to start with this game? I
played Alien Hominid after hear-
ing some interesting reviews, so I
thought, "why not give it a shot?"
I've got my Gamecube, and a few
midterms, so I deserve the break.
Unfortunately, I was very disap-
pointed with this game for many
reasons, most of which I will get
into later. I learned that Alien
Hominid is actually a game from
Newgrounds.com, and they basi-
cally just reworked it to be played
on consoles instead. It's a shooter
game where you play the charac-
ter of an alien trying to destroy
the FBI agents.
Graphics: Very flat graphics and
bold colours made the game look
immature and basic. The lack of
dimension led to some confusion
in game play, and when more
than one person played, it became
hard to differentiate between
aliens. The one thing I actually
loved about the game was that in
the options menu, "Gore" could
be turned off, and instead of
EarCANDY
Just like life, this album starts off
pretty unremarkably. Foremost of
the album, the sound resembles
Air and My Bloody Valentine
shaking hands at an awkward
reading week high school reunion
at the bar. The most influential
song is "Don't Save Us From The
Flames", because it's like My
Bloody Valentine forgetting their
distortion pedals somewhere.
But where?!
All the way through song 5,
this album is a pretty boring deal
that had my mind wandering and
worrying about essays or other
things I have to actually do. But
song 6 is pretty awesome, snatch-
ing all my attention away from
the politics of India, with its
fucked up pacing and use of the
volume knob. It really picks up
the pace after too long of hum-
drum nothing, but even then it
only succeeds because it's cool.
There doesn't seem to be any-
thing behind it. And disappoint-
ingly, the lack of remarkableness
of the album returns, featuring
the usual helium high vocals and
'70s keyboards.
But then, at song 10, exactly
like life, out of the sky comes a
meteor of inspiration that chases
this album down a dead end
street, and BAM! It has become
as spectacular as Meteor Man for
no apparent reason. Song 10 is a
sublime piano ballad that blends
into the next song "Let Men Burn
Stars", which features a hymnal
choir and a piano gone mad. "Car
Chase Terror" is an extremely
creepy and unlistenable account
of a mother and daughter escap-
ing from an unknown danger
(what sadist wants to listen to this
kind of shit anyway?), but the
song "A Guitar and a Heart" is a
dance rock shoegaze mash-up
that is pretty sweet, to say the
least.
Finally, on the last song
"Lower Your Eyelids To Die
With The Sun", MB3 manage to
get across that they are actually
human beings instead of ultra-hip
French robots. This is the only
song that actually contains some
emotion in it, coming out of the
song's soaring and winding repe-
tition. It's hope for robots every-
where that they too will someday
be capable of love.
-Daniel Guillemette
Seen by many as the figurehead
brothers of masterpiece stoner
rock, it was a huge shock when
last year, bassist Nick Oliveri left
Queens of the Stone Age to pur-
sue a career in his other band. So
this record is in many ways a test
for guitarist Josh Homme, and a
way to see which member of the
band is really the most creative.
I'll be honest: I think that the
Queens of the Stone Age are
absolutely brilliant, insanely
inventive and all about having
fun with heavy rock and roll. The
band's real secret weapon, unbe-
knownst to many, is former
Screaming Tree's frontman Mark
Lanegan.
Lanegan provides the intro
song to this record, Lullaby. Very
similar to much of his solo mate-
rial, it creates a sweet but slightly
harrowing warm up to the
anthemic fuzz-rock that is to fol-
low. Langen's amazingly deep,
textured and rough voice is
framed by soft vocal echos and
harmonies in the distant back-
ground which create a sensual
and softening cushion to his
sandpaper singing.
Lullabies To Paralyze con-
tains all of the high-energy, heav-
ily distorted pop-rock songs that
we've come to expect from the
band. "In My Head", heard on the
new Need for Speed game,
appears to be this album's "No
One Knows", with a one chord
repeated piano line and a catchy
chorus. But there are still other
little gems of experimentation. "I
Never Came" is a softer song in
the vein of R's Autopilot, with
gentle guitar licks and reverberat-
ing treble strums. Perhaps a trace
of Lanegan's Americana folk
blood has touched the band, as
"Everybody Knows That You're
Insane" begins with wandering
solo guitar bends, slowing the
tempo down, while still keeping
the dark sense of pace of the
band. Elsewhere, "You've Got a
Killer Scene There Man" is a
truly laid back funk tune; with
Hendrix-style riffs supported the
thudding bass line, and the
stoned-out verses resembling
Jefferson Airplane.
The recipe for the Queens'
distorted fuzz rock pie has been
improved to delicious results. If
you loved their other albums,
then you will, with no doubt, love
this one. Not a lot has changed
but so much of their sound has
been refined that every fresh note
and poppy hook tickles the listen-
er with metallic pleasure.
-Alex Hayter
Cliffnotes: Arts events from
the edge... ofK-W
Wilde About Sappho
This event is a "one-day celebra-
tion of gay and lesbian writing"
on March 6. A reading by
authors like Dionne Brand and
Sky Gilbert takes place at
Chalmers United Church in
Guelph at 3pm and costs $10 in
advance and $12 at the door. A
ticket for the readings plus a
Gala Reception at the Bookshelf
are $40. Tickets are available
from Words Worth Books in
Waterloo, The Bookshelf in
Guelph and the University of
Guelph Drama Department at
(519) 824-4120 ext. 53147.
BAND against AIDS
This concert, benefitting the
Towards a World Without AIDS
oganization, takes place Friday
March 4 at Bpm at St. Andrew's
Church (54 Queen St. in
Kitchener). For $8 you can see
Laurier bands Asher and
Something Useless, as well as
K-W bands Analog Wry and the
Ska Papas.
On-Campus Music
On Saturday, March 5 there will
be a flute ensemble performance
in the Maureen Forrester Recital
Hall at 3pm. Admission is free.
On Friday, March 4 and
Saturday, March 5 at Bpm and
Sunday, March 6 at 3pm there
will be opera performances in
the Theatre Auditorium. Tickets
are $10-15.
Vessels at Robert Langen
Gallery
Until March 24, Ingrid Nicolai's
exhibit Vessels with be in the
Robert Langen Gallery. The
show features earthenware
ceramic sculptures.
Get Involved
The Guelph Arts Festival: Art
Show and Sale is now accepting
artist applications. The deadline
is March 31. Get more informa-
tion at info@guelphartsfesti-
val.com or 827-1046.
The Ed Video Media Arts Centre
is also accepting submissions
and the deadline is Monday,
March 7. Information can be
found online at
www.edvideo.org.
Gwynne Dyer lecture
Journalist Gwynne Dyer will be
giving a lecture at the Kitchener
Public Library on Monday,
March 7 at 7pm. The lecture is
entitled "Three Projects: Islamic
Empire, Pax Americana or a
World of Law" and a book sign-
ing will follow.
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Do you recognize these lyrics? If so, e-mail the song title
and artist to
wluentertainment@yahoo.ca and you could win a fabulous prize.
Of course, 1 II
have
no way of knowing if you Google it, but you'll
have to live with the guilty
conscience of a dirty cheater. Last time ('whenever that was) a crapload of peo-
ple won by correctly answering that the lyrics were from "Damn It
Feels Good
To Be A Gangster" by Geto Boys.
Music @ Noon features good musicianship
but lacks creative inspiration
Dan Guillemette
Staff Writer
Music
@ Noon at the
Maureen Forrester Hall on
Tuesday, March 1 featured a
wind ensemble mosdy made up
of music instructors at WLU.
There were two pieces to be
played. The first, by Leos
Janacek, was called "Youth."
Each movement represented sep-
arate aspects of Janacek's youth,
such as his intolerable studies at a
monastery. Also, we were told
that Janacek loved younger
women, marrying a 14-year-old
at the age of 39 (scandalous!),
which certainly added a twist to
his celebration of youth.
As with most modern com-
posers, I found tliis piece to be
convoluted, possibly in an
attempt to be "edgy" - for the
19di century at least. Like most
strictly wind-based pieces, each
instrument was allowed to be
very playful, but tliis is really
more annoying than anything,
especially with the chaos of each
instrument twittering away. If
this is what youth sounded like in
the 19th century, I'm certainly not
going back there any time soon.
The second movement was
written about an occasion when
young Janacek left his mother at
the train station, and was certain-
ly the best part of die piece, as die
tumultuous twitter died down to
briefly express some calming
beauty. The oboe played by
James Mason stood out for its
expression of sorrow, the deeper
sound of the oboe contrasting
against the flute, clarinets, bas-
soon and French horn. The tech-
nical difficulty of the piece
impressed the audience, as the
ensemble pulled it off with whip-
crack tightness. Another musical
choice would have served their
talent much better, though, as by
the end I was hoping the Beastie
Boys would bust in with "Sure
Shot" over the great flute playing
of performer Amy Hamilton.
After a quick break, the
ensemble was back to play anoth-
er piece. This one was written in
1948 by Paul Hindemidi, and it is
known as the "Septet for Wind
Instruments". Trumpet player
Guy Few explained that the piece
was a Swiss march about war and
defending the homeland and,
more importantly, diat this little
ditty contained a swear!
Somewhat less indulgent than
the last piece, the trumpet was
often allowed to present a clear
melody over the often riotous
underpinnings played by the rest
of the group. Moreover, this piece
allowed someone to actually
place themselves in the context of
a batde zone of sorts, as this piece
travelled from humdrum march
to frantic fear to nervous quiet,
which I imagine is probably sim-
ilar to war. However, the use of
wind instruments makes
Hindemith's song seem far
removed from the context of the
World War it was written just
after. Instead, it sounds more like
a time when conflict was proba-
bly simpler and bullets couldn't
cut through fabric.
Overall, a talented perform-
ance but a boring performance.
But don't take my disgruntled
opinion for it. I may have had a
rock in my shoe. Music @ Noon
is every Tuesday in the Maureen
Forrester Recital Hall.
Diverse talent showcased in Shock
Arts & Entertainment writer Jen Mikoleit impressed by the wide
range of talent at Laurier and in the Waterloo community
Jen Mikoleit
Cord A&E
On Wednesday February 16 the
Equality Awareness Committee
prepared the theatrical perform-
ance Culture Shock '05 sub-titled
Faces: Diversity Everyday. I was-
n't really sure what to expect, but
after watching the numerous per-
formances I was completely
blown away by the culturally
diverse talent that exists at
Laurier and in Waterloo. The per-
formances ranged from Salsa
dancing to Iranian music to
Italian opera to martial arts and
everything in between. The com-
mittee puts on this show every
year to try and raise awareness
that many different cultures and
ethnic backgrounds are present
here at Laurier and in the
Waterloo community.
Any performer that
can have that much
control over an
audience must be
doing something
right.
I was extremely moved by the
passion each artist had for his or
her talent. Everyone performed
beautifully which makes for a
very entertaining show. As well,
the MCs for the night, Sanjay
Ojjo and Melanie Heu, did a
wonderful job of keeping the
audience entertained between
performances.
I have to admit however, my
favourite act of the night was by
the martial arts team Dim Sum.
They each demonstrated their
advanced skills in martial arts,
which in themselves were very
impressive. Then, for the finale
of the show, one member started
carefully setting up five cement
slabs on centre stage The audi-
ence was then asked to be silent
because this task required much
concentration. It was so intense
that even with every practice hit
the audience was gasping. Finally
he hit the cement with his bare
hand and broke every slab of
cement. I have never seen an
audience more focused. Any per-
former that can have that much
control over an audience must be
doing something right.
All in all, the show was amaz-
ing. It was sad that the audience
was not as full as it could have
been; the show was well worth
the five dollars that the orgainz-
ers generously donated to victims
of the Tsunami. I actually felt
more culturally aware after walk-
ing out of the auditorium that
night. I heard people sing songs
like I have never heard before, I
had seen people play instruments
that I had never seen or heard
before and I witnessed perform-
ances (like a Chinese Lion
Dance) that I had never seen.
This show was full of diversity
and talent and I have to say it
made me proud to be a Laurier
student.
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NEW
\ / / ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
LOCATION ...where it's all about talent!
MONDAY AMATEUR STRIP NIGHT
Prize $1000 CASH!
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
WET T-SHIRT CONTEST
$875 IN CASH PRIZES
LADIES NEVER PAY A COVER
1271 VICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER
Tel: 578-7205
Hated the Cord A&E section this year? Do somethino about it and apply for A&E Editor
2005/2006.
Loved the Cord A&E section this year? Take your love one step further and aDDIy for A&E
editor for 2005/2006.
Applications are due March 11 and are available in the Student Publications office in
the basement of Mac House. E-mail wluentertainment@yahoo.ca with any Questions.
Hey,hereare thingsoincludein theAd:
Sarah Slean casts a spell
over her audience
Carly Beath
Caitlin Howlett
A&E Editor
Sarah Slean leapt onto the stage
at the Starlight last night, opening
with a re-worked version of the
song "Duncan", off
her album
Nightbugs.
As a huge fan of this song, I
have to admit I was initially dis-
appointed that the song was being
played without it's usual piano,
and acoustic guitar taking it's
place. But after about 30 seconds
she had won me over, as I
remember how mesmerizing she
is live.
The concert was an intimate
affair, both in size and atmos-
phere. Slean interacted with the
audience throughout the show,
stopping to exclaim things like, "I
have that same purse!" She also
told the stories behind many of
the songs she performed, making
the audience feel as though they
were being let in on her secrets.
The second song of the night,
"Lucky Me", is about "that deli-
cious little paradox... science and
faith,", according to Slean.
"Mary" is the story of her grand-
mother getting "knocked up";
"California" about a man named
Brian who "neglected to tell me
he was engaged."
She told the audience before
launching into "Blue Parade" that
it was "a little number about how
much it sucks to love someone
who doesn't love you back." It
was hard to imagine that anyone
there wasn't identifying with her
at that moment; with her
immense talent and her bewitch-
ing personality, it was also hard
to imagine that anyone wouldn't
love her.
Indeed, when she later asked
the audience "Do you love me?"
everyone cheered. "Too bad - we
don't love you, fuckers!" she
shouted joyfully in response.
Thankfully for her adoring fans
she later countered this with a
"Thank you Beauties."
Newer songs like "When
Another Midnight" and"Day
One" meshed perfectly with the
smattering of older songs. She
was able to jump from full-band
intensity to quiet crooning, while
keeping the audience enchanted
the entire time.
She danced, she writhed, she
wiggled her fingers and made
wide-eyed faces. She rolled
around on her piano seat and
closed her eyes, looking as
though she was somewhere else
in her head. It was impossible to
tell whether she was drunk or
slightly, sublimely crazy. Her
voice was otherworldly - almost
too beautiful to be believed. At
one point she described Judy
Garland's voice as "so powerful,
yet liquid at the same time." In
saying this, she inadvertently hit
on a pitch-perfect description of
her own voice.
Slean had the audience in the
palm of her hand the entire time
with her contemporary cabaret
sound and inspired storytelling.
She had them singing along and
even singing without her. When
she finally exited for good, after
two encores, old and new fans
alike left satisfied with the mem-
ory of her dynamic show.
Editor-in-Chief
In one word, Sarah Slean can
only be called enchanting.
Her powerful yet gentle voice
is an amazing creation on CD,
and at the intimate venue of the
Starlight, her vocal talent was
magnified ten-fold.
And while Carly has gener-
ously detailed the songs and ver-
bal interaction, I will try to
explain this enchanting version of
Sarah that I witnessed.
Watching Sarah move to the
very music she had created was
like witnessing something in
slow motion. She reacted to the
music not quite like any artist
I've ever seen. She swayed dur-
ing her slow and deeply personal
songs like "California" (my ulti-
mate favourite), almost until she
swayed off her stool. She'd end
laying across her piano keys as if
she could not go on. But she did.
She shook compulsively to her
more upbeat and playful songs
like "Lucky Me", moving as fast
as the music did reaching that
point where her fingers and voice
could go no faster.
What was perhaps my
favourite part of her performance
was the fun with which she
showed us her craft. She giggled,
she laughed, she flipped her hair,
she swore (although not often)
and ultimately, she was honest.
She came back not once but twice
after her show ended to play a
few more chords on her piano. I
didn't want her to leave, but she
was gracious in accepting her
continuous applause and of
course gave thanks to her band
members.
I've always thought of Sarah
Slean as the "sweet one" not just
because of her own song "Sweet
Ones" (which was my very first
listen of Sarah), but because of
the delicate nature of her music
and her. She has large command-
ing eyes that emote every last
happiness or pain in her lyrics;
she has porcelain skin that makes
her appear so fragile as if a single
touch would break her into
pieces.
If it's not the music you are
drawn to, it is the way her physi-
cal body tells it to you, but either
way, her enchantment was the
best part of that concert, maybe
even better than listening to
"California" live.
Carly Beath
Singer/pianist Sarah Slean piayed last night at the Starlight.
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Sports
Hawks blocked in Provincial finals
Hawks secure silver after solid
semi-final victory over York; lose
to Western in Championship game
MARK D. HOPKINS
Staff Writer
The
roller-coaster ride has
come to an end for Laurier's
volleyball squad. The women
travelled to the University of
Western Ontario to compete in
the OUA Final Four playoff this
past weekend.
The opposition for the Golden
Hawks in the semifinal was the
York Lions. York managed to
defeat Laurier in their lone tilt
this season. However, the end
result was much different this
time - drastically different.
The team promptly plowed
over the Lions, in handing them a"
straight-set defeat. Scores of the
sets were 25 - 12,28 - 26 and 25
- 20 respectively.
OUA Semifinal
Laurier 3 -York 0
OUA Championship
Western 3 - Laurier 0
The consensus around the
gymnasium was that this was
absolutely the best game the team
played all season. Danielle
Walker led the Golden Hawk
attack with 15 kills, while Laura
Horner registered 36 assists. The
defensive effort was led by
Melissa St. Amant with 37 digs.
Thanks to the win, Laurier
found themselves planted in the
OUA championship game on
Saturday night against the power-
house Western Mustangs, who
had set back the University of
Toronto in the other semi-final
game.,
Unfortunately for the Hawks,
the Western attack was too much
to handle on this night. The home
team won \ ie match in straight
sets with scores of 25 - 22, 25 - 12
and 25-13.
Although the loss was some-
what tough to handle, Head
Coach Dave Mclntyre was
pleased with the play of the team
in the playoffs. "I was very
impressed with our effort on the
weekend," he mentioned.
Heading into the final four,
the Hawks wanted to ensure that
they, at minimum, obtained a
medal. While the gold would
have been prefeired, a hint of dis-
appointment would not be found
in Mclntyre's voice. He added,
"This is the farthest [Laurier's
volleyball team] has gone."
The season was truly a roller-
coaster ride for the ladies. The
season began with the nine con-
secutive wins, before suffering
three setbacks in a row to drop
their record to 9 - 3. The team did
manage to get back on track, as
they registered wins in their final
five contests to end their season
at an impressive 15-4.
Other good news for the
Hawks came last week as the
OUA named its 2004 - 2005 all-
star teams. Left-side attack,
Danielle Walker, was named to
the first team. Walker put up 275
points this season, to rank second
in Ontario. Setter Laura Horner
and libero Melissa St. Amant
were named to the OUA second
team.
St. Amant led the country in
digs with 360 on the season,
while Horner, who Mclntyre
referred to as his quarterback, had
proven to be instrumental to the
team's success all year long.
This season has been an obvi-
ous success for the squad, and
they look forward to getting back
to the OUA playoffs next season.
Lisa Intini, Amy Shipway, and
Stephanie Simpson are all gradu-
ating this spring. Their presence
will be missed, but this team has
proven time and time again that
they thrive in the face of adversi-
ty-
www.laurierathletics.com
There were plenty of reasons to celebrate when the season came to an end for the women's volleyball
team last Saturday. Not the least of which were three Ontario All-Stars (from top, Danielle Walker,
Melissa St. Amant and Laura Horner) and a collective silver medal.
Wingspan
MACLENNAN FLYS TO THE
PODIUM
Golden Hawk swimmer Kristy
MacLennan travelled to
Edmonton last weekend to com-
pete in the CIS Championship at
the University of Alberta. With a
pool time of 2:19.76, the third-
year student surpassed her
Ontario time by over four sec-
ond, to take home Canadian
bronze in the 200 fly. McLennan,
who won a silver and bronze last
year at the Nationals, was the
female swim team's MVP this
season.
ROOK STANDS OUT IN DIS-
MAL SEASON
One of the few highlights for the
men's volleyball team this season
came last weekend when right-
side attack Jean-Paul Wikerd was
named to the OUA All-Rookie
team. The 6'10" Wikerd collected
165 kills, and 24 blocks for the
Hawks who finished the season 3
- 17.
LESS GUARDING MORE WIN-
NING
Last weekend Laurier sent two
teams to the Ontario University
Lifeguard Championships in
Ottawa. Team A, comprised of
Jen Claessens, Tracie Liu, Kevin
McFaul and Roberto Aburto, sat
in fourth place after the first day
of competition before triumphing
on day two. The team posted vic-
tories in the Medley Relay,
Obstacle Relay Manikin Relay,
Water Rescue and Simulated
Emergency Response on day two
for 350 total points, nine more
than Brock, good for the
Provincial championship.www.laurierathletics.com
MacLennan and Wikerd
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Brock's sharp shooting leads to Hawks demise
Hawks can't find their shot in St.
Catharines; 93-61 loss ends
disappointing season
MIKE BROWN
Staff Writer
S
imply stated, the Wilfrid
Laurier men's basketball
team did not come to play in
Saturday's OUA West semifinal
match-up with the Brock
Badgers, and it cost them their
season.
High off an impressive 82 -
67 upset over the McMaster
Marauders in the quarterfinal, the
Hawks were quickly brought
back to reality, as the nation's
second-ranked team pleased a
boisterous home crowd with a 93
-61 drubbing.
While the Hawks stayed close
in the opening minutes, their
perimeter defence was lax, allow-
ing Brock shooters enough open
opportunities to get hot. They
shot 71 percent from the field in
the first half and drained 9 from
beyond the arc to open a 55 - 35
halftime advantage before letting
the bench play much of the sec-
ond half.
On the other side of the ball,
the Laurier shooters were unable
to find their niche. Wade Currie,
who had been averaging 21.6
points off the bench over the last
five games, was never able to
find the groove, scoring just 4
points on 2 of 8 shooting. In his
stead, post Bert Riviere led the
Hawks with 13 points, but took
some questionable second half
shots. OUA all-rookie selection
Matt Walker also pitched in 12
points.
Laurier's inability to slow the
Brock attack was far more prob-
lematic, though, as five Badgers
reached double-figures, led by
veteran forward Morgan
Fairweather with 23. Undeniably,
the Brock team is very strong,
boasting OUA West Player of the
Year Kevin Stienstra and two
other all-stars, but the Laurier
team they trounced was definite-
Quarterfinal
Laurier 82 - McMaster 67
Semifinal
Brock 93 - Laurier 61
ly not the same one that won
comfortably in Hamilton just
days earlier.
"We executed well on
Wednesday, and we executed
poorly today," said Coach Peter
Campbell after the game. In addi-
tion to insufficient perimeter
defence, Laurier did not take care
of the ball well, another area of
concern throughout the season.
"There's definitely some
areas we need to get better at,"
admitted Campbell. "This year,
our point guard situation wasn't
acceptable. You saw the differ-
ence today between Brad Rootes
and Omar [Miles]."
Rootes, Brock's floor general,
badly outplayed Miles through-
out the game, scoring 14 points
on 6 for 7 shooting. He also con-
tributed 12 assists, 3 steals and 5
rebounds, whereas Miles went
scoreless, had just one dish, and
turned the ball over four times.
On the whole, Campbell was
disappointed with a season that
saw the Hawks go 10 - 12 before
their first-round upset at
McMaster, saying there were
"too many nights where a lot of
our players didn't step up and
play like they could."
Walker also felt the Hawks
should have put themselves in
better position entering the play-
offs. "We lost so many close
games - those just killed us," he
noted. "But then I think our sea-
son was really kind of saved last
week with the game against Mac
because that was just such a good
game, and it's such a rare thing
for Laurier to win there."
The silver lining for the
Hawks is that every member of
their roster is eligible to return
next year. That doesn't necessari-
ly mean they'll all be back,
though, noted Campbell. "There
are only two options: They get
better or we get better players."
Not surprisingly, the players pre-
fer the first option. "We're going
to all try to work really hard this
summer, together, to try to get
better," explained Walker.
Though that undoubtedly
comes as good news to the coach,
Campbell is still working hard on
recruiting. "We've got a transfer
coming in who is very good," he
said. Though he could not
divulge the player's name just
yet, he believes he will strength-
en the team inside, where they
lacked depth this year. With
improvements both internal and
external, Laurier fans can only
hope the Golden Hawks won't
again find themselves on the
sidelines at this time next year.
Liam Dynes (The Brock Press)
Guard Wade Currie puts up one of his eight shots against Guelph on
Saturday. The Hawks were roughed by Brock 93-61, to put an end
to their season.
Cheer teams take
Midwest by storm
First and second
place finishes
highlight a solid
Reading Week
for cheerleaders
in Ohio
CARLY BEATH
EntertainmentEditor
Laurier's two cheerleading teams
took top honours in their respec-
tive divisions at a recent competi-
tion in Columbus, Ohio.
Both the All-Girl and Co-ed
teams travelled to the competi-
tion, which took place on
February 19 and 20, with high
school teams competing on
Saturday and university teams
competing on Sunday. This year
the team decided to run two com-
petitive teams, rather than a com-
petitive Varsity team and a non-
competitive Junior Varsity as in
the past. Both teams have been
training since the summer of
2004.
The All-Girl team took first
place in the Collegiate all-Girl
Division 2 category and the Co-
Ed team won the Collegiate Co-
ed Division 2 category.
The teams performed routines
that were modified from those
they used at the Canadian
National Championships, with
about half of the elements taken
from the previous routines and
half of the elements being newly
created.
The victories didn't come
without some difficulties along
the way. A member of the Co-ed
team broke his arm the day before
the competition began and on
Saturday it was discovered that
another team member was unable
to make it to the competition.
Rather than having other athletes
take their places, the team re-
worked the routine at the last
minute.
"It was a really great competi-
tion and all in all it was a fantas-
tic year for both teams," said
Assistant Coach Krista Pell.
www.laurierathletics.com
Jhe All-girls team demonstrates a standard-issue pyramid in Columbus, Ohio. The All-girls finished first
in the Collegiate Division 2 division.
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Guelph cultivate semis victory over G-Hawks
After 15-7
regular season,
the Hawks see
their season
end early in
Guelph
COLIN DUFFETT
Special Projects Editor
Two consecutive runs to the
national championships
surely gave Laurier's women's
basketball team a definite goal to
reach for this season; another
chance at becoming Canada's
best.
For those following women's
basketball, one immediately rec-
ognized the competitiveness that
was present in the OUA this year.
Head Coach Stu Julius recog-
nized this parity early in the sea-
son and pointed out that virtually
any team could and would con-
tend for the championship this
season.
Quarterfinal
Laurier 73 - Western 67
Semifinal
Guelph 75 - Laurier 62
In the end, four teams, includ-
ing Laurier finished in a tie for
second place in the West division
with a very respectable 15 - 7
record, eight points behind a very
talented Guelph squad who
would eventually win 19 in a row
and go on to win the OUA West
division.
Laurier's squad put up excel-
lent numbers all season. Led by
the play of guards Meagan
McGrath and Maire Guinney,
both OUA All-stars, the girls
began the season with an 8-1
record, good enough for best in
the division. The second half of
the season pitted the ladies
against their divisional oppo-
nents, and while they still man-
aged a 7 - 6 record in the second
half of the season, they lost to
Guelph in the OUA West semifi-
nals 75 - 62 after a beating
Western 73 - 67 in the quarterfi-
nals.
"When [we] beat Western it
was a really good indication of
where we were [as a team]," said
Julius. "Unfortunately, we came
up against a hot team."
Julius acknowledged that he
"definitely missed" point guard
Sarah Zagorski, who was forced
to sit out for the second half of
the season because of a knee
injury. Zagorski was an integral
part of the team bringing veteran
leadership and direction to a team
that had a number of first year
players see regular minutes
throughout the season.
Rookies such as Dana Poder-
O'born saw a significant amount
of playing time while Emily
Conrad, a second year guard, saw
her minutes almost double
because of Zagorski's injury.
Next year's squad will be
without Zagorski, who in her
fourth year at Laurier was named
a OUA First Team All-star on
three different occasions and
West Rookie of the Year in 2001.
As well, the team will lose
Forward Dee Channer who
leaves the team with a total of
418 rebounds and 600 plus points
in four seasons. The challenge
for Julius next season will be
replacing these two starters,
while still opening up the floor
for McGrath, who also holds
Rookie of the Year honours as
well as three First Team All-star
nominations.
"When [we] beat
Western it was a
really good indication
of where were [as a
team]. Unfortunately
we came up against
a hot team.
- Stu Julius, Head Coach
McGrath is arguably the best
player in the OUA and could very
well be the best shooter in the
OUA if not the CIS. McGrath
ranked among the OUA and CIS
leaders in multiple scoring
categories including points per
game, points, three-point percent-
age and three pointers. McGrath
has one year of eligibility left and
will be looked to lead this team
next year.
www.laurierathletics.com
With some difficult Maire Guinney looks for a path to the basket
against Guelph. Early in the week, Guinney and Meaghan McGrath
were named to the first and second All-Star team, respectively.
www.laurierathletics.com
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Waterloo's comeback send Hawks packing
Hawks fall in playoff series to
rival Warriors despite two goal
lead in deciding game
DAN POLISCHUK
Staff Writer
Having
experienced 10 losses
throughout the regular sea-
son, none were more disappoint-
ing for the Laurier men's hockey
team than their final two.
Laurier entered the OUA
West best-of-three quarterfinal
against Waterloo having lost only
two of their last eight games,
including a 3 - 1 upset of fifth
ranked Western. It showed in
game one as the Hawks skated
away with a 3 - 2 win, highlight-
ed by a two-goal effort from
right-winger Tim Parsons.
A slow start brought Laurier
back down to earth in game two
at Clarica Arena, as the Warriors
constantly blitzed the Hawks in
their own zone in the first, forc-
ing goaltender Justin Day to
make numerous dazzling saves. It
all came full circle, though, in the
second period as Waterloo's Matt
Levicki tipped a waist high flut-
ter-pass from Dave Philpot, on a
two-on-one, past Day to grab the
lead.
The Warriors carried the
momentum into the third, begin-
ning the period with an early goal
from Doug Spooner. The Hawks
would reply with a power play
tally of their own to cut the lead
in half, but in the end the
Warriors came out on top by a 2 -
1 score.
Game three
shifted back to
the
cozy
confines
of Columbia Ice
Fields with over
400 spectators
eagerly waiting to
see who would
get the right to
advance into the
next round.
It was the
Hawks this time
that got off to the quick start as
Parsons found the back of the net
twice for a 2 - 0 lead after 20 min-
utes. But as was the story all year
long, the second period was a
nightmare as the Warriors got
three unanswered goals from
team captain Chris Hopiaviouri,
Kevin Hurley, and Jordan
Game #1
Laurier 3 - Waterloo 2
Game #2
Waterloo 2-1 Laurier
Game #3
Waterloo 4 - 2 Laurier
Brenner to climb on top.
The third provided Laurier
some chances to come back,
including a two-
man advantage for
1:38, but an effec-
tive penalty kill
and an empty-net-
ter with 11 sec-
onds left solidified
the come from
behind victory for
the Warriors by a
4 - 2 score.
While
Waterloo moves
on to face the Western Mustangs
in the OUA West Semi-Finals,
the Hawks are left to wait anoth-
er year to pursue their fourth
OUA Championship and first
since going back-to-back in 1989
and 1990.
As hard as it is to accept the
loss, Laurier's first year Head
Coach Steve Martell commented
that he was privileged to have
coached such a team as his.
"They really are a great bunch
of guys. They're hard working,
and whatever I asked of them,
they did."
"Losing is never easy," added
Martell, "but dealing with adver-
sity is what the hockey season is
all about."
www.laurierathletics.com
Tim Parsons, 4 Gs 1 A
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I Meet Ontario's Future
JIMk
Ml ON GOVERNMENT FUNDING:
"I am recommending a significant increase in
"%& 112". pp* public funding for higher education, both for
institutions and for students in need."
_ Advisor to the Premier and the Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities
|j % ngjijj&jp Postsecondary
Review report, Ontario: A Leader in Learning, February 2005
n||liiimi m„ j V
4
'
.4. Ontario's students are Ontario's future. To create the knowledge-rich workforce
4s J*
I
'/. vSHr *.. Ontario needs to prosper in the new economy, our students need the best education
I 8 ! ill *. *
that we can provide - because tomorrow's opportunities will belong to those who are
'•H
!Ihf *HE As students, you know how much the quality of your learning experience depends on
JlVv
\
W adequate funding. An underfunded university can't hire faculty in sufficient numbers to
i-\irJ. ensure that you have meaningful contact hours with your professors. It can't keep your
mmWm fIV libraries as well resourced, or your classrooms and labs as up to date as they should be.
can't replace obsolete equipment or undertake campus repairs in a timely manner.
JHp It can't provide as many of the important student services that help you succeed.
There is an urgent need for our government to increase funding for Ontario universities, both to raise quality and to ensure affordability
for every qualified student who wants to acquire a university education.
What can be done?
The Ontario government recently commissioned a review on the design and funding of Ontario's postsecondary education system.
The report is now available at www.raereviewon.ca. Budget allocations will be determined in the coming weeks.
I Let your voice be heard! Call or write your local MPP today and
I visit us onlineat www.thbikontario.com to express your view.
%ur opinion can influence the outcome of the upcoming budget.
Act today and help us keep Ontario thinking!
